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awrence Phillips had just 
[eee for 221 yards in 

Nebraska’s 32-3 victory over 
Oklahoma State. The talented sopho- 
more I-back was asked to evaluate 
his performance. 

“All that meant to me was, the 
line and the receivers are blocking 
well,” he said. 

Like most great running backs, 
Phillips understands the importance 
of those who block. He knows that 
individual rushing records are estab- 
lished by teams. 

With those 221 yards on 33 carries 
against Oklahoma State — the 12th- 
best single-game rushing total in 
Nebraska history —Phillips went 
over 1,000 yards for the season. No 


After rushing for 1,123 yards 
through seven games, I-back 
Lawrence Phillips (1) is in 
position to join Heisman Trophy 
winners Barry Sanders (above) 
and Mike Rozier (below) in the 
2,000 yard club. 
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I-Back Ideal 


Lawrence Phillips leads current Husker trio as great tradition 


in backfield continues 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


Cornhusker has ever rushed for 
1,000 yards so quickly, not even 
Mike Rozier, who set Nebraska’s sin- 
gle-season record by gaining 2,148 
yards as a senior in 1983. 

Rozier didn’t reach 1,000 yards 
until the seventh game that season. 
The Oklahoma State game was 
Phillips’ sixth. 

“Tf not the best, it was one of my 
best,” Phillips said of the effort. 
However, he seemed more pleased 
with praise from Cornhusker assis- 
tant head coach and running backs 
coach Frank Solich than with the 
career-high rushing total. Solich, 
who once rushed for 204 yards at 
Nebraska in a game against the Air 
Force Academy, complimented 
Phillips on getting yards after con- 
tact. 

Halfway through his second sea- 
son, Phillips already had begun to 
fashion himself a place among the 
outstanding running backs in 
Nebraska history. That, though, has 
been overshadowed by, if not gotten 
lost in, the continuing drama sur- 
rounding the Cornhusker quarter- 
backs. 

As Coach Tom Osborne is quick 
to point out, Phillips still must be 
consistent over the long haul, contin- 


uing to display the strength of char- 
acter of those who have gone before 
him. But he’s on his way. And that 
was never more apparent than 
against Oklahoma State. 

Phillips’ ability is special. Even 
Osborne hasn't attempted to hide 
that in coaching cliches. A year ago, 
Osborne said Phillips was in a class 
with the best he’s coached, including 
Rozier. The comparison was at the 
same stage in their careers, he 
added, qualifying himself only 
slightly. Nine of the Cornhuskers’ 
top 10 career rushers have played for 
Osborne. 

In order, with their totals, they 
are: Rozier (4,780), Calvin Jones 
(3,153), Ken Clark (3,037), I.M. Hipp 
(2,814), Derek Brown (2,699), Keith 
Jones (2,488), Rick Berns (2,449), 
Roger Craig (2,446), Jeff Kinney 
(2,244) and Doug DuBose (2,205). 

If Phillips were to rush for 2,000 
yards this season, he would be no 
lower than sixth on that list, after 
rushing for 508 yards as a freshman. 
Only Calvin Jones, in 1991, and 
Monte Anthony, in 1974, rushed for 
more yards during their freshman 
seasons at Nebraska. Phillips played 
behind Calvin Jones last fall. 

Phillips’ strong legs and contin- 


ued good health have become 
extremely important to the 
Cornhusker offense, given the uncer- 
tainty at quarterback with the loss of 
Tommie Frazier because of a blood- 
clot problem and the instability of 
Brook Berringer’s left lung. 

Even the suggestion that Phillips 
might rush for 2,000 yards is evi- 
dence of his remarkable talent. Only 
three players in NCAA Division I-A 
history have achieved that total in a 
single season. Oklahoma State’s 
Barry Sanders set the record at 2,628 
rushing yards in 1988. Southern 
Cal’s Marcus Allen was the first to 
gain 2,000 yards in a season, finish- 
ing with 2, 342 in 1981. Rozier, who is 
third, set the Division I-A record by 
averaging 7.81 yards per carry in 
gaining his 2,148 yards. 

Rozier also holds the NCAA LA 
record for average yards per carry 
during a career (7.16). Although he 
ranks only 11th on the I-A career 
rushing list, he got there in just three 
seasons, and with 177 fewer carries 
than the next lowest total of those 
who rank ahead of him — Ohio 


State’s Archie Griffin. 

Rozier was as durable as he was 
talented. He played through pain 
that would have sidelined someone 
less determined. As a junior, he 
came off the bench despite a painful 
hip-pointer and rushed for 139 yards 
on 17 carries. Behind Rozier and 
backup quarterback Bruce Mathison, 
the Cornhuskers rallied to defeat 
Missouri, 23-19. 

During his record-setting senior 
season, Rozier was strongest down 
the stretch, stringing together 200- 
plus rushing performances in the 
final four games of the regular sea- 
son. The best of those was his final 
home game, in which he carried 31 
times for 285 yards and four touch- 
downs against Kansas. The next 
week, at Oklahoma, he carried 32 
times for 205 yards. 

Phillips has established himself as 
the No. 1 I-back in competition that 
includes two other uniquely talented 
running backs. Damon Benning and 
Clinton Childs have shown that 
either could be the featured ball car- 
rier in a formidable run-oriented 


attack. All three backs are “100-per- 
centers,” Osborne said after the 
Oklahoma State game. 

“A lot of I-backs, if they can’t 
play, would be on the sidelines,” 
bemoaning their situation, Osborne 
said. Not Benning and Childs, how- 
ever. In addition to spelling Phillips, 
they’re both contributing significant- 
ly on special teams. 

The situation is ideal for I-backs. 
The Cornhuskers’ reputation for 
showcasing running backs is well- 
deserved, but it takes special talent 
to succeed in Nebraska’s system. 

Phillips is “elusive. He's fast. He’s 
strong, a contact player,” Osborne 
said. “He plays hard, and we have a 
good offensive line.” 

As a senior, Rozier ran behind a 
line built around Outland Trophy 
and Lombardi Award winner Dean 
Steinkuhler, an All-American, and 
fellow All-Big Eight selections Scott 
Raridon and Mark Traynowicz. 
Now, as then, it’s what’s up front 
that counts. 

Phillips also has the blocking. 
He'd be the first to admit it. Hl 


Good for you. It was great to 
see the return of your “Letters” 
section in the recent issue of 
Huskers Illustrated. I really enjoy 
reading what other people have to 
say. I guess to some degree that’s 
demented, but oh well. I hope that 
you will continue printing the let- 
ters. 

Terry Stevens 
Great Falls, Mont. 


Terry, we enjoy running letters and 
will continue to do so in the futitre. — 
Editor 


I is a sad time for college ath- 
letics when a governing board 
decides the future of young people. 
I was greatly disturbed by the arti- 
cle concerning the elimination of 
the walk-on program “The Hard 
Way” (Oct. 15, 1994). The NCAA 
may not be actually saying to the 
schools, ‘You can’t have a walk-on 
program,’ but they are making it 
almost impossible for the schools 


to carry on as usual. 

Correct me if am wrong, but I 
thought the idea of college was to 
give kids the chance to better them- 
selves. If we take away the chance 
for a potential athlete to get some 
help via a walk-on pro- 
gram, what are we saying 
to these kids? Everyone 
was so concerned with 
gender equity that 
Nebraska started a soccer 
program to get more 
female athletes on scholar- 
ship. I say Bravo to that. 
There should be no gen- 
der barriers for tomor- 
tow’s leaders. But my 
God, let’s give them a chance. 

After all what does it cost to keep 
a walk-on around? A set of shoulder 
pads. A uniform. Are those so outra- 
geous? I don’t think so. 

NCAA, get your stuff together 
and start looking after the kids you 
say have your best interest. 

Paul Gary 
Phoenix, Ariz. 


uskersd 


“Tra reason I am an accountant 
and not a football coach is probably 
because of the idea I have for our 
Cornhuskers — just put someone 
fast behind center. With the talent 
behind and in front of the quarter- 
back, I would think it would be easy 
for Nebraska to continue its winning 


peru arid ps a! 


ways. 

We don't really have to throw the 
ball do we? If we are as good as 
advertised I think this would work. 

Now that J have got that off my 
chest, I’m prepared for the 
onslaught of “Man that guy 
Wiaizelireh is dumb,” letters. 

Rusty Howard 
Des Moines, lowa 


ters to you. Hope | you have a 
strong mail carrier. — Editor 


=| Attention Tom Osborne: 
Golden sunshine falls to 
earth upon the crowd 
below. The sea of red has come 
again to watch the Huskers go. 
Emotions peak. 
Not for the weak. The frenzy starts 
to grow. Our Big Red Machine. 
College football extreme. Is No. 1, 
we know. 

Robert Wilson 
Glendale, Ariz 


esee 
We would like to see our opinions on 
Nebraska athletics throughout the year. 
Please send your comments and ques- 
tions to Letters, P.O. Box 83222, 
Lincoln, Neb. 68501-3222. Huskers 
Illustrated reserves the right to edit 
prior to printing. 


———— 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 7 


NEU SNEOSTSESBSORORK 


Gaining On The Best 

With all the problems Nebraska 
quarterbacks are having this season 
with injuries, I-back Lawrence 
Phillips may have to carry more of 
the load offensively for the 
Cornhuskers. 

But that could be the best plan all 
season. 

Through seven games, Phillips 
had gained 1,123 yards, an average 
of 160.4 yards per game. The past 
two weeks, when Berringer was 
unable to play in the second half of 
both games, Phillips picked up 168 
yards against Wyoming and a 
career-high 221 yards in the Big 
Eight Conference opener against 
Oklahoma State. 

“As long as Lawrence is fairly rest- 
ed and as long as he’s running well, 
we'll probably give him a fair 
amount of the work,” Nebraska 


& 


ote? 


Photo by Robert Berry 
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Coach Tom Osborne said. 

Phillips’ mid-season numbers com- 
pare favorably to Nebraska’s best I- 
back in school history — 1983 
Heisman Trophy winner Mike 
Rozier. The year Rozier won the 
Heisman and led the Huskers to the 
brink of a national championship, he 
had 905 yards through the first six 
games of the season. 

The last six contests, Rozier rushed 
for 1,243 yards to finish the year 
with a school-record 2,148 yards. 

Both in 1983 and in this season, the 
Huskers opened the year with a win 
in the Kickoff Classic in East 
Rutherford, N.J. Rozier gained just 
71 yards in 1983 while Phillips had 
126. 

In fact, Phillips has gained at least 
100 yards in every game this season. 
His lowest total was against West 
Virginia in the Kickoff Classic. 
Phillips even rushed for 138 yards 
against Pacific on just nine 
carries, an average of 15.3 
yards per carry. 

But Osborne insists the sea- 
son doesn’t rest entirely on 
| Phillips’ shoulders. Phillips’ 
backups, with limited playing 
time, have contributed to 
4 Nebraska’s nation-leading 
| ground game. 

a Backup I-back Clinton 

§ Childs is 10th in the Big Eight 
in rushing, averaging 47.5 
| yards and less than seven car- 
ries per game. Damon 
") Benning is 11th in the confer- 

Hence with a 44.67 yards-per- 
game average. 

“T think Lawrence has 
emerged as the top guy, and I 
ithink both Damon and 
{| Clinton Childs have strengths 
and certainly are very capa- 
ble,” Osborne said. “If some- 
| thing happened to Lawrence, 
I think they could do a great 


LAWRENCE PHILLIPS: 
Offensive workhorse 


given scholarships to eight quarter- 
backs. 

Transfers, injuries and position 
changes have lowered that number 
to one with Frazier out for the sea- 
son — Berringer. 

Most of the depth the Huskers 
should have at that position is play- 
ing for other teams: Ben Rutz (a 1992 
recruit) is at Northeastern Oklahoma 
A&M Junior College, 
Matt Jones (a 1990 | 
Tecruit)) ais sat 
Southern Illinois, } 
and Todd Gragnano | 
(also a 1990 recruit) | 
is at Chapman 
University, an 
NCAA Division I] 
school in Orange, 
Calif. 

Rutz is enjoying 
the best season of | 
the three. He is the Fe 
starter for the sec- 
ond-ranked junior 
college team in the 
nation, throwing for 


BEN RUTZ: 
Returning to 


785 yards and com- EIU gut) 


pleting 53-of-103 
passes through five games. After a 
slow start, Rutz threw for more than 
270 yards in back-to-back games to 
lead the Golden Norsemen to a 5-0 
record. 

“My abilities are a little more suit- 
ed for the system down here,” said 
Rutz, who left Nebraska last 
January. 

Rutz spent two seasons at 
Nebraska — one as a redshirt — 
before leaving. After graduation, he 
still will have two years of eligibility 
remaining. He will go through the 
recruiting process again, and he 
hasn’t ruled out a return to 
Nebraska, if he is sought after by the 
Husker coaching staff. 

“I’m sorry they’re having all the 
injury problems, but I did what was 
right for me,” he said. “After the sea- 
son is over, I’ll sit down and think 
through my options. I’m not ruling 
anything out right now.” 

Jones, who started four games at 
Southern Illinois last year, has seen 
limited action as a reserve this year. 
He tossed his first touchdown pass 
of the year on Oct. 8 in a loss to 
Indiana State. 

“Right now, I’m waiting for anoth- 


Nebraska is not 


er opportunity to start, and I think it 
will come soon,” said Jones, whose 
team started the year 0-5. “I think it’s 
just around the corner.” 

Jones, a native of Michigan City, 
Ind., never played a down on varsity 
while at Nebraska. He quarter- 
backed the freshman team in 1990, 
sat out the next year as a redshirt 
and then decided to transfer. 

Like Jones, Gragnano left Nebraska 
after the 1991 season. He spent a 
year at Louisville, where he never 
was given a chance to show what he 
could do. He didn’t play football for 
a season while attending Long Beach 
State before finding out about 
Chapman University. 

“I’m having a blast playing foot- 
ball again,” said Gragnano, a native 
of Fountain Valley, Calif. “I’m closer 
to home, but football is fun again 
and that’s more important.” 

Gragnano started one game this 
season, leading the team to a win 
against Claremont-Mudd-Scripps. 
He also rallied the Panthers to a tie 
against the University of Redlands, 
entering the game in the second half 
when Chapman was trailing. 

The three other scholarship quar- 


terbacks since 1990 are Tony Veland, 
Clester Johnson and Jon Elder. 
Veland moved to free safety last 
spring and Johnson is now a wing- 
back, but has taken some snaps at 
quarterback during practice because 
of the injury situation. Elder, a 1994 
recruit, left Nebraska before the sea- 
son started. 


Trainers Cater To Athletes 

The Nebraska training staff is a 
hard-working and under-appreciat- 
ed lot. At least according to them. 


TROY DUMAS: 
In need of rubber ducky therapy? 


Assistant trainer Doak Ostergard 
attempted to make the point hit 
home by describing the lengths the 
staff has had to go to in order to 
make the athletes comfortable. 

Ostergard claims he had to put a 
rubber ducky in the therapy pool in 
order to coax ailing strong safety 
Troy Dumas into the pool. Dumas 
laughs at the story, but does not 
deny it. 


Show your true colors with these Nebraska 
Licensed Athletic Shoes. These hot mommas 
have soft white leather uppers with padded 
collar and tongue, and 
non-marking rubber outsole. 


A $70.00 value, now for $54.95 
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And with quick UPS delivery, 
they'll be on your feet in a flash. 
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Mail To: Collegiate Corp. Logos ¢ 1631 1st Avenue South, 
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Phone orders 1-800-955-5646. 
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The Nebraska defense has evolved in recent 
seasons, switching from a 5-2 base alignment 
to a 4-3 set. This change allows the Huskers to 

play more aggressively with an emphasis on 
speed, Size has been sacrificed, in many cases, 

for players who can run 


fter Nebraska’s 42-32 victo- 

ry against Wyoming, 

Cornhusker defensive coor- 
dinator Charlie McBride got the 
usual run of complaints from well- 
meaning, but misinformed, fans. 

As far as they were concerned, 
Wyoming’s 344 passing yards were 
evidence that something needed to 
be done. “Your defensive linemen 
need to get their hands up,” he was 
told. 

Really? McBride had studied 
films of the game, and defensive 
linemen Terry Connealy and 
Christian Peter “had their hands up 
every chance they got,” he said. 
“They just weren’t knocking any- 
thing down. If they had, it would 
have been: ‘Hey, they’re really 
putting their hands up.”” 

Wyoming threw quick-outs, 
which made pressuring the quarter- 
back difficult. OK. If getting their 
hands up wasn’t the problem, how 
about this? “You're too sophisticated 
on defense.” 

McBride managed a laugh. “We 
have to be sophisticated because the 
offenses are becoming more sophis- 
ticated,” he said. “They're forcing us 
to be sophisticated.” 

Even so, Nebraska's defense is 
less complicated than it was a few 
years ago. The Cornhusker defense 
has evolved in recent seasons, 
switching from a “5-2” or “eagle” 
base alignment to a “4-3” set. In 
oversimplified terms, a tackle has 
been replaced by a linebacker. 
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But it goes beyond that. The phi- 
losophy has changed. Nebraska's 
defense is more aggressive now. 
And the emphasis is on speed. Size 
has been sacrificed, in many cases, 
for players who can run, 

Ed Stewart was recruited by 
Nebraska as a defensive back. “I was 
a strong safety,” he said. When he 
arrived, however, the coaches told 
him he would be playing linebacker. 

“T thought they were crazy,” said 
Stewart. “I weighed about 195 
pounds.” 

Stewart weighs 220 pounds now. 
And he’s a candidate for the Butkus 
Award, presented annually by the 
Downtown Athletic Club of 
Orlando, Fla., to an outstanding col- 
legiate linebacker. 

Though he lacked the size of a 
linebacker, Stewart had speed and 
the mentality of one. “I’ve always 
loved contact,” he said. “I never 
shied away from it.” 

Troy Dumas also came to 
Nebraska as a defensive back. He 
played in the secondary until the 
end of last season. Because of 
injuries, he was moved to linebacker 
for the Oklahoma game and found a 
home there. This season, he also was 
among the pre-season candidates for 
the Butkus Award, won by the 
Cornhuskers’ Trev Alberts last sea- 
son. 

“It scares me a little what’s going 
to happen to linebackers,” Doug 
Colman said. “Are linebackers all 
going to be converted defensive 


backs?” 

Colman was recruited as a line- 
backer and that’s where he plays. He 
and his backups in the middle, 
including Phil Ellis and Jon Hesse, 
are Nebraska’s true linebackers. The 
others are players who might have 
been defensive backs five years ago. 

“A few years ago, you had to be 
big,” Stewart said. “Now, if you can 
run, you can play.” 

That's football reality in the 1990s, 
a reality underscored by the success 
of such programs as Miami, Florida 
State and Washington, which hand- 
ed Nebraska home-and-home losses 
in 1991 and 1992 and parlayed a 
combination of speed and strength 
into a national championship in 
1991. 

The offensive sophistication to 
which McBride refers has found its 
way into the Big Eight. Though there 
are indications already that the trend 


is beginning to reverse, “the | 9 
Big Eight has gone from being |) 
a running conference to being a |” 
passing conference,” Colman 
said. Speed is essential to 
defending the pass, speed to 
rush and to pressure the quar- | _ 
terback, speed to cover) 
receivers man-to-man. 

“The 4-3 is a great pass 
defense,” said Colman, who 
figures he might not be playing | 
if the Cornhuskers hadn’t 
scrapped their 5-2 philosophy, even 
though that’s what he played in high 
school. 

“I played a 5-2 all my life,” he 
said. “But trying to learn the system 
here, I couldn’t do it. I’d get into 
games (as a young player) and just 
run around and make plays. I wasn’t 
always doing the right thing. There 
were a lot of checks and coverages. 
One game it would be one way, the 


next it would be another. Each week 
it would change with the 5-2. This 
year, everything is pretty much the 
same every game.” 

Even though Colman weighs 245 
pounds, he can run. He wouldn’t be 
starting, otherwise. “The game is all 
speed, who’s faster than who,” he 
said. “Speed has always been my 
strongest point.” 

Before Nebraska made the transi- 


Utilizing speed clavate gach as 
Ed Stewart (32) and Terry 
Connealy (99), the Huskers 
have shined in the 4-3 scheme. 
But injuries and lack of depth 
could slow the vaunted group. 


tion to a 4-3 base alignment, it incor- 
porated 4-3 principles into its 
defense by substituting in apparent 
passing situations — the “dime” 
package. The Cornhuskers would 
replace a tackle with a linebacker, 
who was really a defensive back. 


In the transition, “we built our 
‘dime’ defense in with personnel,” 
McBride said. “We don’t have to put 
up with all the (substitution) 
baloney. We might do it again, alter- 
nate guys.” Never say never. But for 
now, the idea is to put 11 defenders 
on the field who can play the run as 
well as the pass. 

In a program traditionally charac- 
terized by offense, defense has 
drawn attention not only because of 
the change in philosophy but also 
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because of its performance, particu- 
larly at the end of last season. 
Suddenly, defense was in. 

Florida State was expected to 
overwhelm the Cornhuskers, yet 
managed only 18 points in the 
Orange Bowl game. Though 
Nebraska lost, the Cornhuskers and 
their new state-of-the-art defense 
earned the nation’s respect. That 
enthusiasm carried over to this sea- 
son and was reinforced in the 
shutout of West Virginia in the 
Kickoff Classic. 

Defensively, “we had one of those 
games where we met most of our 
goals, all but one,” said McBride. 
“That's highly unusual. Maybe we 
got a little fat-headed and thought 
we were that good. Maybe we lost a 
little bit of our edge.” 

For sure, Nebraska lost free safety 
Mike Minter to a season-ending knee 
injury during the Texas Tech game, 
and that has made a significant dif- 
ference in Nebraska’s defense. In 
many ways, Minter was the brains of 
the operation. His duties included 
making sure the secondary was 
properly aligned. 

Though the switch to a 4-3 base 
was dramatic, the Cornhuskers’ 
defensive evolution has occurred 
over the last decade. An arbitrary, 
but useful, starting point might be 
1984, after the “Scoring Explosion” 
team, featuring Mike Rozier, Irving 
Fryar and Turner Gill, came up one 
point short in the Orange Bowl game 
against a Miami team that relied on 
a quick, aggressive defense and 


Until highly recruited Brian 
Washington signed, many of 
the Cornhusker defensive backs 
had been either converted 
offensive players or walk-ons. 


OCTOBER 29, 1994 


Bernie Kosar’s strong right arm on 
offense. Kosar, a redshirt freshman, 
completed 19 of 35 passes for 300 
yards and two touchdowns in the 
31-30 victory, evidence of the winds 
of change in offense at the collegiate 
level. 

In 1984, Nebraska recruited Brian 
Washington, a high school All- 
America defensive back from 
Highland Springs, Va. “When I was 
recruited, people back home told me 
Nebraska was an offensive-minded 
school,” Washington said one day 
during his freshman season. “I’m not 
saying I can change it totally. But I 
can help change it.” 

Early in fall camp of that fresh- 
man season, Washington was pro- 
moted to the varsity, where he 
remained. Bob Thornton, a former 
Nebraska defensive back who was 
coaching the secondary, at the time 
said: “We're going to use more nick- 
el defense, and the fifth defensive 
back will be a combination defensive 
end-defensive back. He could fit into 
that very easily.” 

Nickel, dime, 4-3 alignment. The 
change was beginning. 

Washington wasn’t the first high 
school defensive back Nebraska 
recruited, of course. But he was 
among the most publicized. He visit- 
ed Maryland and Southern 
Methodist (pre-probation) and can- 
celed recruiting trips to UCLA and 
Ohio State after deciding on 
Nebraska. Until then, many of the 
Cornhusker defensive backs were 
either converted offensive players or 
walk-ons. Nebraska’s defense, in 
general, was a haven for walk-ons at 
the time. 

Eight of the top 22 defenders in 
the 1984 Orange Bowl game had 


come to Nebraska as walk-ons. Not 
that they weren't good players. They 
were. Jimmy Williams, an All- 
America defensive end in 1981, 
walked on, as did Scott Strasburger, 
an all-conference defensive end in 
1984 and one of the most know!l- 
edgeable players Nebraska’s defense 
has ever had. 

Once, during a position meeting, 
Strasburger lectured at length on a 
defense the Cornhuskers had not 
used in some time, without any 
preparation or advance notice, 
George Darlington said. Darlington, 
who coaches the secondary now, 
coached the defensive ends then. 
Strasburger had remarkable recall. 
He knew every position’s responsi- 
bility, in every defense, Darlington 
said. 

Strasburger, from Holdrege, Neb., 
played without redshirting, a rarity 
then, particularly for a walk-on. The 
fact that he walked-on was evidence 
of Nebraska’s recruiting emphasis 
on offense first. 

Recruiting also influenced 
Nebraska’s switch to a 4-3 base 
defense, according to McBride. The 
Cornhuskers have had difficulty in 
recruiting big and powerful defen- 
sive linemen in recent seasons, he 
said, and the new defense requires 
only two instead of three. 

Two are enough, if they get their 
hands up when rushing the passer, 
which Nebraska's do. And the 4-3 is 
easier to learn. “It’s a little simpler 
from the standpoint of checks,” said 
Colman. “When I came here, we had 
so many checks, it was hard to 
remember them all.” 

In that sense, the new base align- 
ment is “big-time simplified,” 
Colman said. 
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Tom Osborne has viewed the 
Colorado game as he does every 
other contest. Bill McCartney wants 
to start a rivalry. Whatever it is called, 
Colorado has forced the issue by 
building a program capable of 
competing with Nebraska for the 
conference championship 

year in and year out. 


rior to the 1991 Nebraska-Colorado football game, Colorado officials issued 
a warning to Cornhusker fans who were going to Folsom Field in Boulder, 
Colo. Nebraskans should beware of buying tickets from Colorado students, 
the officials warned. 

The warning was not to remind that such transactions were illegal but rather 
to “help avoid what could turn out to be a very uncomfortable situation.” In 
other words, Cornhusker fans wouldn’t be welcome in the student sections at 
Folsom Field. Such is evidence of the hard edge that has become part of the 
Nebraska-Colorado series. 

Before last season’s game at Folsom Field, Cornhusker Athletic Director Bill 
Byrne discussed the subject with Bill Marolt, his counterpart at Colorado. Byrne 
told Marolt that Nebraska fans were concerned about wearing red and driving 
cars with Nebraska license plates in Boulder. 

Buffaloes Coach Bill McCartney also addressed the issue. “Off the field, we’ve 
got to get things under control so people are not feeling the kind of animosity 
they feel,” he said. “My sense is, the mail I get is that they really feel mistreated. 
And that shouldn’t be. 

“I sense Nebraska people are really upset and their mindset is that it’s not a 
healthy rivalry. The onus is on Colorado to be cordial and make sure the people 
who travel here for the game receive the same kind of hospitality that anyone 
who would come and visit our great state receives. Anything short of that will 
not be good. I think the people of the state of Colorado think it’s just fun, and the 
people of the state of Nebraska think it goes beyond fun.” 

The situation was aggravated by the news media, particularly in Denver, 
where allegiance to Colorado football has paralleled the Buffaloes’ resurgence 
under the direction of McCartney. 

Newspaper columnists have assaulted Nebraska and its fans with malicious 
verbiage. Before the 1989 game in Boulder, a Denver columnist wrote of 
Cornhusker fans: “Try, as hard as it may be, to explain that there are four sea- 
sons, and some advanced civilizations celebrate them all. Show them a color 
wheel, but only after a drink or two to anesthetize the shock. Prove there are 
more hues than red and white . .. Remember, you are working with a primordial 
culture here, and the trauma of exposing it to modern technology can be a 
tremendous jolt to its fragile nervous system . . . Show it a mountain, and assure 
it there are no dragons on the other side no matter what the elders of the cult 
may tell it.” 

The columnist concluded with a call for a Colorado victory the next day. Then 


SEDAN 


Ent years has left the Buffs in the 


4 cold ing EBieeiPiraace. “i 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


“feed it (a Nebraska fan) some bugs 
and tell it where to go.” The insults 
have been personal, and pernicious. 
Some fun, right? 

Presumably, such a situation isn’t 
what McCartney had in mind when 
he proclaimed Nebraska to be 
Colorado's No. 1 rival, after becom- 
ing the Buffaloes’ head coach in 
1982. McCartney wanted to fashion 
the Colorado-Nebraska series after 
the Michigan-Ohio State rivalry. The 
former Missouri All-Big Eight line- 
backer and assistant coach at 
Michigan from 1974 to 1981 saw it 
first-hand. While he was in Ann 
Arbor, he came to appreciate the 
rivalry with Ohio State. 

The story goes that the late 
Buckeye Coach Woody Hayes once 
pushed his car across the state line 
rather than fill up an empty gas tank 
at a service station in Michigan. 
McCartney brought similar passion 
to his designated rival, Nebraska. It 
made sense, he said. The states are 


neighbors. The universities are 
members of the same conference. 
And Nebraska, “above reproach in 
integrity and leadership,” provided 
a pattern for the program he wanted 
to establish. If imitation is the sincer- 
est form of flattery, the Cornhuskers 
certainly should have been flattered. 

McCartney’s choice of Nebraska, 
which had won 14 consecutive 
games against the Buffaloes when he 
replaced Chuck Fairbanks, seemed 
foolhardy at first. But he persisted. 
The Nebraska game was printed in 
red letters on Colorado's schedule. 
McCartney developed an aversion to 
anything red. In 1984, he mailed a 
personal message to season ticket 
holders, thanking them for their sup- 
port and notifying them that there 
would be no public sale of tickets for 
the Nebraska game. 

“T am asking you not to sell or 
give your tickets to Nebraska follow- 
ers. We need the stadium for home 
games to be filled with predomi- 


nantly Buff fans. Please give this 
your sincere consideration,” 
McCartney wrote. “I am available to 
discuss this with you personally.” 

During a Big Eight Conference 
Skywriters stop in Boulder, 
McCartney once had a Nebraska 
newspaper reporter escorted to the 
restroom rather than allow him to 
walk through the Buffaloes’ locker 
room unattended. 

Nebraska extended its winning 
streak against Colorado to 18 during 
McCartney’s first four seasons, win- 
ning by a combined score of 150-47. 
Despite a 7-25-1 cumulative record 
during his first three seasons at 
Colorado, McCartney apparently 
was never in jeopardy of losing his 
job. In fact, after the Buffaloes went 
1-10 in 1984, he was given a contract 
extension by Marolt. 

McCartney is now second to Tom 
Osborne in seniority among Big 
Eight football coaches. 

The turning point, when the 
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1992 « Nebraska 52, Colorado 7 


Lincoln, Neb. ¢ Oct. 31 

For the first time in history, two teams tied for the 
same AP ranking met when fellow No. 8 Colorado trav- 
eled to Lincoln for a nationally televised audience. 
Turnover-free Nebraska totally dominated the Buffs, 
rushing for 373 yards while finishing with 428 total 
yards. Colorado, behind dueling quarterbacks (Koy 
Detmer and Kordell Stewart) managed only 144 yards 
and completed 12 of 34 passes. Detmer had three passes 
picked off by Travis Hill, Mike Anderson and 
Steve Carmer. 

Colorado was ranked in the Top 20 in all 
defensive categories, yet NU dominated the 
game and held the ball for nearly 43 minutes 
(42:50). The Husker win ended the Buffs’ 25- 
game unbeaten conference streak and ended 
NU’s eight-game winless streak against Top 20 
teams. 

Freshman quarterback Tommie Frazier 
rushed for 86 yards and completed two touch- 
down passes. The We-Backs of Calvin Jones 
and Derek Brown found plenty of running 
room as they racked up 101 and 80 yards 
respectively. Jones also scored three times, on 
runs of 3, 47 and 1. 


1991 * Nebraska 19, Colorado 19 


Boulder, Colo. « Nov. 2 

After coming back from a seven-point deficit on the 
strength of a Derek Brown seven-yard run to tie the 
game at 19-19, Nebraska saw a win slip by as Colorado 
free safety Greg Thomas blocked Byron Bennett's poten- 
tial winning 41-yard field goal. 

Despite the tie, Nebraska gained some valuable confi- 
dence, as it was able to tag 10 points on the Buffs in the 
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second half despite playing on a frozen field. Trailing 12- 
9, Nebraska drove from its 14-yard line to the Colorado 
17 on the first possession of the second half. Bennett con- 
nected on a 35-yard field goal to tie the game. But the 
Buffs came right back, driving 68 yards to regain the 
lead, 19-12, on Darian Hagan‘s four-yard run with 27 sec- 
onds left in the third quarter. 

The fourth quarter belonged to Nebraska as it out- 
gained the Buffs, 127-24, the rest of the way. After con- 
verting only one of nine third-down conversions in the 
first three quarters, the Huskers kept drives alive, con- 
verting four of six in the fourth. 


As a freshman, Tommie Frazier led the Huskers to 
a convincing 52-7 win over the Buffs. 


The tie for Nebraska was its first in 191 games dating 
back to 1976. 


1990 ¢ Colorado 27, Nebraska 12 


Lincoln, Neb. * Nov. 3 
Colorado tailback Eric Bieniemy went from goat to 
hero in the fourth quarter as the ninth-ranked Buffaloes 
erupted to knock off third-ranked Nebraska in the battle 
for the Big Eight crown. Bieniemy fumbled five times in 


Nebraska series finally became a 
meaningful rivalry, was in 1986, 
when the third-ranked and unde- 
feated Cornhuskers traveled to 
Boulder to play a Colorado team that 
had opened the season with four 
non-conference losses, the first by 
23-7 against Colorado State. 

With a defensive effort that limit- 
ed Nebraska to 123 yards rushing 
and an offense that produced a 52- 
yard halfback pass for a touchdown 
eight seconds into the fourth quarter, 
the Buffaloes pulled the upset, 20-10. 
Since then, Colorado has won two of 
seven games against Nebraska and 
tied another. The Buffaloes have 
won back-to-back Big Eight champi- 
onships and shared another with 
Nebraska. And in 1990, they were 
voted the Associated Press version 
of the national champions. 


In recent seasons, with the 


Oklahoma football program drop- 
ping back a step because of NCAA 
sanctions, Colorado has joined 


Nebraska at the top level of the con- 
ference, giving additional substance 
to what once seemed a synthetic 
rivalry. McCartney has suggested 
that the Nebraska-Colorado game be 
scheduled at the end of each team’s 
regular season, replacing the 
Cornhuskers’ traditional game 
against Oklahoma on or about 
Thanksgiving Day. 

Even so, Nebraska fans always 
have regarded Oklahoma as their 
team’s No. 1 rival. The Sooners’ 
biggest rival, of course, is Texas. 
That series, which began in 1900, has 
produced bitterness and, at times, 
outright hatred between the partici- 
pants. It is described, with justifica- 
tion, as the “Red River Riot.” 

In contrast, the Nebraska- 
Oklahoma rivalry has been based on 
mutual respect. Cornhusker fans had 
an affection for former Oklahoma 
coach Barry Switzer, in particular. 
McCartney has yet to earn such 
affection. 


Nebraska fans haven't always 
been innocent bystanders in the iso- 
lated ugliness of the Colorado rival- 
ry. There were unfortunate and 
sometimes tasteless stories following 
the tragic death, from cancer, of 
Buffaloes quarterback Sal Aunese. 
And before last year’s game in 
Boulder, Osborne said he felt bad 


“that last year (1992), some 
(Colorado) fans were treated poor- 
ly.” 


Osborne said that Nebraska had 
approached the Colorado game “the 
same for 30 years.” Regardless of the 
approach, however, McCartney has 
forced the issue by building a pro- 
gram capable of competing for the 
conference championship year in 
and year out. 

“T always envisioned that it 
would be like this,” McCartney has 
said, “For neighboring states to have 
a challenging, healthy rivalry is what 
college football is all about. 

“That's how it should to be.” 


the first three periods, three of which were recovered by 
Nebraska. NU quarterback Mickey Joseph capitalized on 
only one of the turnovers after hitting freshman tight end 
Johnny Mitchell on a 46-yard score to give the Huskers a 

12-0 lead with 2:38 left in the third quarter. 

But then Bieniemy picked up 75 of his 137 rushing 
yards in the final 17 minutes and scored touchdowns on 
each of Colorado’s next four possessions. 

The Buff win ended the Huskers’ 19-game home win 
streak. 

Place-kicker Greg Barrios was the Husker’s only scor- 
ing threat in the first half as he hit on field goals of 26 
and 44 yards. 


1989 ¢ Colorado 27, Nebraska 21 


Boulder, Colo. * Nov. 4 

Gerry Gdowski’s pass intended for Jon Bostick in the 
end zone on the last play of the game was deflected by 
Colorado’s Dave McCloughan, preserving the second- 
ranked Buffaloes’ 27-21 win over third-ranked Nebraska. 
Colorado was left all alone at the top of the Big Eight 
standings. 

Gdowski, who threw three touchdown passes and 
racked up 280 total yards of offense, had driven the 
Huskers from the NU 12 to the CU 42 in the last 1:40 
before the last-ditch pass fell incomplete. Nebraska was 
led on the ground by Ken Clark’s 95 yards on 21 
attempts. 


1988 ¢ Nebraska 7, Colorado 0 


Lincoln, Neb. ¢ Nov. 12 

Halloween was 12 days gone, but Colorado halfback 
J.J. Flannigan suffered a running back’s nightmare in 
broad daylight in this tense defensive struggle. 
Flannigan broke into the open midway through the sec- 
ond period, but fumbled on what would have been a 43- 
yard touchdown run. The Buffs recovered at the NU 19, 
but outside linebacker Broderick Thomas stuffed a 
reverse two plays later to take the visitors out of field- 
goal range. 

I-back Ken Clark’s two-yard touchdown run late in 
the third quarter gave Nebraska enough points for a win 
in the Huskers’ only shutout of the season. Clark fin- 
ished the game with a game-high 165 yards on 28 carries. 
Lawrence Pete was the Huskers’ leading tackler with 10. 


1987 ¢ Nebraska 24, Colorado 7 


Boulder, Colo. * Nov. 28 

Nebraska rebounded in fine fashion from its disap- 
pointing 17-7 loss to Oklahoma the 
week before and avenged a 1986 loss to 
Colorado with a 24-7 win in Boulder, 

As ESPN commentator Lee Corso 
said, I-back Keith Jones was “all-uni- 
verse” as he rushed 26 times for two 
touchdowns and a career-high 248 
yards, propelling him into third among 
all-time Nebraska runners. The Husker 
defense limited CU to 226 yards. 


Neil Smith, the Big Eight . 
defensive Player of the Week, 
anchored the Husker defense, 
tallying 12 tackles (nine solo) 
against Colorado in 1987. 


Despite a solid offensive effort by I-back Ken Clark 
(32) and quarterback Gerry Gdowski, the Buffs 
dropped the third-ranked Huskers in 1989. 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 17 


Mou - s é 
2 


Nebraska 21, Colorado 17 


October 30, 1993 
Folsom Field * Boulder, Colo. 
Attendance: 52,277 


ccording to one poet, a thing of beauty is a joy forever. 
Nebraska's 21-17 victory against Colorado was hardly a 


thing of beauty. It was, however, a joy for Coach Tom 
Osborne, whose team went into the contest ranked No. 6 in the 
Associated Press poll, No. 4 in the Coaches. 

Nebraska showed it had a good mix of offense, defense and 
special teams on a cool afternoon at Boulder before an ABC 
regional television audience. Actually, by game’s end, more 
than 60 fans had been escorted from the stadium by security 
personnel for throwing snowballs on the field. 

Nebraska didn’t seem to be distracted from the task at hand. 

Though outgaining Colorado, 357 yards to 304 yards, the 
Cornhuskers lacked offensive consistency for much of the after- 
noon. Their first touchdown was set up by Corey Dixon's 68- 
yard punt return, and their third touchdown came on a 60-yard 
pass play involving Dixon and Tommie Frazier. 

Nebraska was able to put together only one scoring drive, 
going 66 yards on 10 plays midway through the first quarter, 
and that series was kept alive only with the third-down magic 
of Frazier. He completed third-and-long passes, the first for 13 
yards to Abdul Muhammad, the second for 26 yards to Gerald 
Armstrong. 

Calvin Jones scored the Huskers’ first two touchdowns with 
runs of 4 and 10 yards, 
but suffered from the 


= 


First Downs 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 

Rushing Attempts 

Net yards rushing 


Net yards passing 
Passes attempted 
Passes completed 
Had intercepted 


Total plays 78 
Total net yards 


Sor 
Avg. gain per play 4.8 
Possession time 32:39 


flu and leg cramps for 
most of the game before 
missing the last three 
quarters. 

After Frazier went to 
the sideline with an 
injured shoulder, the 
Black Shirts took over, 
preserving the win. The 
defense came up with 
three crucial turnovers 
in the second half 
including picks by 
Barron Miles, Ed 
Stewart and John Reece. 
Toby Wright led the 


team in tackles with 13, but outside linebacker Trev Alberts 
earned Sporting News’ Defensive Player of the Week honors after 
totalling 10 tackles, including two sacks of 


Kordell Stewart and six hurries. 

Stewart, who looked as good as any play- 
er in the conference prior to the game, could 
never get on track and was forced to miss 
on 22-of-28 passes. The CU bright spot was 
tailback Rashaan Salaam, who led the team 


with 165 yards rushing. Hf 


TEAM 


Nebraska 
Colorado 


Piss 69 
Phillips 16 58 
Jones = 31 as 
Beringer _ ey 

Schlesinger " 


Sais 


COLORADO 4 
Player — Att. _Yds. Avg. Long TD 


Salaam 25 16a 616) 26 2 
Warren 3 lye sk 8) 0 
Hill 2 AO 0 


5.0 9 


"PASSING LEADERS 


‘NEBRASKA 
Player Att/Comp.Int. Yds. TD 
Frazier 17-7 ie 16721 
Berringer 30 0 Oo 


i COLORADO : 
Att./Comp. Int. Yds. TD 
28-8 gr ie: 20 


Player 
Stewart 


RECEIVING LEADERS 


NEBRASKA 
Player No. Yds. Long ID 
Muhammad 4 80 35 0 


Dixon 1 60 60 1 


KANSAS STATE 
No. Yds. Long ID 
Pita ety Nac 


Player 
Johnson 


SCORE BY QUARTERS 


LS wer, os 


21 0 O 
5° PG 


AND GOUNTING 


he Nebraska football team’s 

continuing NCAA record of 

consecutive home sellouts, 
which will reach No. 200 on Oct. 29 
when Colorado visits Memorial 
Stadium during the Cornhuskers’ 
Homecoming weekend, has not been 
without controversy. Until 1987, 
when the record reached 150, there 
was confusion about the streak’s 
beginning. 

It hadn’t begun on Oct. 6, 1962, 
when 34,321 paid their way into a 
stadium with a significantly smaller 
official capacity (31,080) to watch 
Coach Bob Devaney’s first team 
defeat Iowa State, 36-22. Rather, it 
began a month later, on Nov. 3. 

But more about that later. 

The discrepancy centered on 
Nebraska’s 26-6 victory against 
Kansas State, on Oct. 20 at Memorial 
Stadium. Because of a misprint in 
the Cornhusker football media 
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guides that could be traced to the 
late 1960s, the Kansas State game 
was listed as having been played in 
Manhattan, Kan. 

By the time the sellout streak 
became significant, no one paid any 
attention to the parenthetical nota- 
tion in small print after the result of 
the Oct. 20, 1962, game: “26 Kansas 
State 6 (A).” The (A) stood for 
“away,” meaning Manhattan. 

The 20-year-old error was identi- 
fied by Tom Simons, a former associ- 
ate sports information director at 
Nebraska who was editing copy for 
the 1987 media guide. The correction 
meant the streak was two games 
short of what it had been, meaning 
the Oct. 29 Colorado game would be 
No. 200. 

Considering the unabated enthu- 
siasm for Cornhusker football, the 
correction was little more than a 
technicality. There seems to be no 
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A national 
attendance 
streak started 
in 1962 

will reach a 
milestone 

as Colorado 
comes to town 


end in sight to a string of capacity 
crowds that turn Memorial Stadium 
into the third-largest population cen- 
ter in the state on football game 
days. 

Nebraska will hit consecutive 
home sellout No. 200 running. 

We really appreciate it,” Coach 
Tom Osborne said recently of the 
support that has produced the 
record streak. “It’s something finan- 
cially, and in recruiting, not very 
many people can talk about.” 

A home game is worth $1 million, 
according to Cornhusker officials. 

Enthusiasm for Nebraska football 
was understandably high in 1962. 
Devaney had arrived from 
Wyoming and immediately captured 


the fancy of fans who had suffered 
through seven consecutive losing 
seasons. 

They hadn't enjoyed a truly suc- 
cessful season since 1950, when Bill 
Glassford coached the Cornhuskers 
to a 6-2-1 record and second place in 
the Big Seven. There was the 6-4 reg- 
ular-season record under Glassford 
in 1954, and a trip to the Orange 
Bowl to play Duke. But Nebraska 
received the bowl bid by default. Big 
Seven champion Oklahoma, which 
defeated the Cornhuskers, 55-7, in 
Norman, Okla., was a victim of the 
conference’s no-repeat bow] policy. 

The first game of the Devaney Era 
attracted only 26,953 to Memorial 
Stadium to watch the Cornhuskers 
defeat South Dakota, as expected, 
53-0. But after they went to Ann 
Arbor, Mich., the next week and 
defeated traditional Big Ten power 
Michigan, 25-13, interest increased 
significantly. 

The conference opener against 
Iowa State drew 34,321. Three spe- 
cial trains were scheduled to bring 
more than 2,000 fans from Omaha 
and Sioux City, lowa, to Lincoln. 

Although the completion of 
Interstate 80 from Omaha to Lincoln 
meant more and more football fans 
were driving to games instead of 
taking public transportation, nine 
busloads of fans came from Omaha 
for the North Carolina State game 
on Oct. 13. A season-high audience 
of 36,867 watched the Cornhuskers 
rally from a 14-7 fourth-quarter 
deficit to defeat the Wolfpack, 19-14. 

The east and west stands at 
Memorial Stadium held about 31,000 
then, the total capacity when the sta- 
dium was dedicated in 1923. An 
additional 3,000 could be accommo- 
dated in bleachers beyond the north 
and south end zones, which were 
segregated at one time: boys, south; 
girls, north. 

Despite Nebraska’s 4-0 start, 
fewer than 31,000 attended the 
Kansas State game, on a pleasant 
afternoon of 60-degree temperatures 
and the colorful shades of autumn in 
southeast Nebraska. Kansas State 
wasn’t much of an attraction; the 
Wildcats were on their way to an 0- 
10 season. They hadn’t won a confer- 
ence game since 1959. 

After extending its record to 6-0 
with a 31-6 victory at Colorado the 
next week, Nebraska returned to 
Lincoln for Homecoming weekend 
and a conference showdown against 
Missouri. The game had post-season 
implications. Orange Bowl officials 
were on hand. 


Missouri, which came to town 
with a 5-0-1 record, was coached by 
Dan Devine, who had been an assis- 
tant along with Devaney at 
Michigan State under Duffy 
Daugherty. The Cornhuskers led the 
Big Eight in total offense, Missouri 
ranked third. But as so often hap- 
pens, it was defense that dominated. 
Nebraska fumbled six times and 
threw three — interceptions. 
Cornhusker fumbles preceded all of 
Missouri's scoring. 

Nebraska’s touchdown, during 
the second quarter, tied the score at 
7, as Noel Martin caught a pitchout 
deflected by John Kirby and 
returned the interception 88 yards. 
An overly enthusiastic Cornhusker 
fan came from the stands and ran 
along the sideline with Martin to the 
end zone. There was little else for 


Nebraska fans, watching on CBS 
television as well as at the stadium, 
to cheer. The loss was the 
Cornhuskers’ first under Devaney 
and one of only two that season. 

Ticket demand was such that 
expansion of Memorial Stadium was 
begun in 1964, with what would be 
the first section of the south stadium, 
creating a horseshoe and a capacity 
of 48,000. 

In 1965, the center section of the 
north stadium was built, increasing 
capacity to 53,000. In 1966, sides 
were added to the north section, and 
capacity grew to 65,000. 

Eight years after the first expan- 
sion, the south stadium was extend- 
ed. In 1972, after Nebraska’s back-to- 
back national championships, 
Memorial Stadium officially held 
See SELLOUT page 35 
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BRAGGIN’ SHIRTS! Our 100% combed white cotton Oxford is the most 
comfortable and durable dress shirt available anywhere. And it’s uniquely 
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Made in America. (Also available in Pinpoint Oxford.) 
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‘\ "Team Spirit You Can ‘Take to the Office!” 


SCOUTING 


hortly after Colorado had hand- 
ed Oklahoma a 45-7 whipping, 


Sooners Coach Gary Gibbs 
claimed that this year’s Buffaloes are 
better than the group that won the 
national championship in 1990. 

“This is the best Colorado team 
I’ve seen,” said Gibbs, who has been 
at Oklahoma for 23 years as a player 
and a coach. “They won the national 
championship in 1990, and played 
for it in 1989. I would say this foot- 
ball team, with their weapons, is 
every bit as good. Their speed is just 
outstanding.” 

Nebraska will get a look at 
Colorado’s improved team on Oct. 
29 when the two teams collide in a 
nationally-televised ABC game at 11 
a.m. in Memorial Stadium. 

Team speed is fast becoming a 
Colorado trademark. Unlike the 
Buffaloes’ losses to Nebraska the 
past two years, however, this year it 
comes from everywhere. 

In fact, the last time Colorado 
played in Lincoln, 1992, Buffalo 
Coach Bill McCartney was changing 
his offense from an option game to a 
pure passing game. The result of 
Colorado's unbalanced offense was a 
52-7 Husker blowout. Last season in 
Boulder, the Huskers won again, 21- 
17. 

Before the season started, 
McCartney had specific goals in 


1994 COLORADO 


FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 
Record Overall/Conf, — 7-0/3-0 
Sept. 3 NE Louisiana W, 48-13 
Sept. 17 Wisconsin W, 55-17 
Sept. 24 @ Michigan W, 27-26 
Oct.1 @ Texas W, 34-31 
@ Missouri W, 38-23 
Oklahoma W, 45-7 
Kansas St. W, 35-2] 
@ Nebraska 
Oklahoma St. 

@ Kansas 


Oct. 8 

Oct. 15 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Noy. 5 

Nov. 12 
Noy. 19 lowa St. 
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Kordell Stewart (left) and 
Rashaan Salaam (right) have 
given defenses fits this year. 


mind to improve the Colorado 
offense. 

“We would like to upgrade our 
passing game and continue to devel- 
op our running game in concert with 
that,’ he said at the time. “We want 
to be able to run the ball with more 
authority, which will enable us to 
also improve our passing game.” 

Through six games, McCartney’s 
wishes have turned into absolutes. 
With the emergence of tailback 
Rashaan Salaam, who leads the 
nation in rushing with a 175.7 yards- 
per-game average, Colorado has 
rolled over most of its opponents. In 
turn, that has led to Kordell 
Stewart's improvement as a passer. 

Colorado’s victories haven't come 
against cupcakes, either. The 
Buffaloes have beaten defending Big 
10 champion Wisconsin, won at 
Michigan, 27-26, on a last second 70- 
yard touchdown pass from Kordell 
Stewart to Michael Westbrook, won 
at Texas and mauled Oklahoma. 

The improved running game is 
making the Buffaloes tough to stop. 
Through six games, Salaam has 
picked up 1,054 yards and has 
scored 16 touchdowns. He also leads 


Colorado vs Nebraska 


Buffs have sights set on Big Eight title 


October 29, 1994 © 11:30 a.m. (CDT) » Memorial Stadium ¢ Lincoln, Neb. 


the nation in all-purpose yards, with 
212 yards per contest. 

Last year, the junior gained 844 
yards in nine games. 

McCartney said his top back, who 
played eight-man football in high 
school, keeps getting better. 

“He’s gaining confidence and 
maturity all the time,” he said. “He 
runs hard, and the guys in front of 
him are playing exceptionally well.” 

Quarterback Stewart is also tak- 
ing advantage of the tough up-front 
blocking. Stewart, a senior, can do it 
all. He leads the Big Eight 
Conference in passing and total 
offense and is ninth in rushing. 

Stewart threw for 1,194 yards and 
seven touchdowns in six games. He 
also gained 318 yards rushing. 

Westbrook is Stewart's favorite 
receiver. The senior is first in the 
conference in receiving yards, with 
356 yards in six games on 17 recep- 
tions. 

The other receiver, Rae Carruth, 
averages 35.2 receiving yards per 
game while tight end Christian 
Fauria adds another 33.7 yards. 

Up front, Colorado relies on three 
underclassmen and two seniors. The 
combination has worked, as 
Colorado is second nationally in 
total offense, with a 507.5-yard aver- 
age. 


Senior left tackle and preseason 
All-American Tony Berti anchors the 
line. He's joined by junior left guard 
Heath Irwin, junior center Bryan 
Stoltenberg, sophomore right guard 
Chris Naeloe and senior right tackle 
Derek West. 

Colorado is also improved on 
defense, especially against the pass. 
The Buffaloes have given up 346 
yards per contest, but only 19.5 
points. 

Safeties Donnell Leomiti and 
Steve Rosga lead the team in inter- 
ceptions with three apiece. Other 
starters in the secondary are corner- 
backs Dalton Simmons and Chris 
Hudson, who has had two picks. 

But the Buffaloes play tougher 
against the run, ranking 14th nation- 
ally in the category with a 104.3 
yards-per-game average. The main 
reason is the line of tackles Shannon 
Clavelle, Kerry Hicks and Darius 
Holland. All three are returning 
starters, 

Colorado also has a strong group 


OFFENSE 
Reggie Baul 170 
Brendan Holbein 180 
Rob Zatechka 315 
Brady Caskey 290 
Joel Wilks 280 
Aaron Taylor 290 
Aaron Graham 280 
Bill Humphrey 265 
Brenden Stai 300 
Bryan Pruitt 255 
Zach Wiegert 300 
Eric Anderson 290 
Matt Shaw “3 235 
Eric Alford 225 
Brook Berringer 210 
Matt Turman 5-17 165 
Cory Schlesinger 6-0 230 
Jeff Makovicka 5-10 210 
Lawrence Phillips 6-0 220 
Damon Benning 5-11 205 
Abdul Muhammad 5-9 160 
Clester Johnson 5-11 210 
Darin Erstad 6-2 195 


DEFENSE 
Christian Peter 285 
Scott Saltsman 255 
Terry Connealy 275 
Jason Pesterfield 260 
Dwayne Harris 225 
Jared Tomich 250 
Donta Jones 220 
Grant Wistrom 230 
Troy Dumas 220 
Clint Brown 215 
Doug Colman 240 
Phil Ellis 225 
Ed Stewart 215 
Ryan Terwilliger 220 
Barron Miles 165 
Darren Schmadeke 180 
Tyrone Williams 185 
Leslie Dennis 165 
Kareem Moss 
Octavious McFarlin 
Tony Veland 
Eric Stokes 
Darin Erstad 6-2 195 


Depth charts were compiled October 23. 


# = duplicate number 


of linebackers. Greg Jones and Jon 
Knutson start on the outside, and 
they are joined inside by returning 
starters Matt Russell and Ted 
Johnson. 

Against Oklahoma, Colorado 
built a 45-0 lead before the Sooners 
scored to avoid the shutout. 
McCartney used that game as an 
example of the Buffaloes’ tougher 
defense. 

“We dominated all phases of the 
game,’’ he said. “That team 
(Oklahoma) has a lot of offensive 
weapons, but we never let them get 


going.” 

A year ago, Colorado had a tough 
time winning close games. The 
Buffaloes lost, 41-37, at Stanford, 35- 
29 against Miami and 21-17 versus 
Nebraska. 

This year has been another story. 
Stewart’s Hail Mary pass to 
Westbrook rallied Colorado past 
Michigan. Voskeritchian kicked a 
field goal on the last play of the 
game to beat Texas, 34-31. 


BUFFALO 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 
Rae Carruth 6-0 180 
James Kidd 5-8 160 
Christian Fauria 6-4 235 
Tennyson McCarty 6-3 240 
Tony Berti 6-6 280 
Kyle Smith 6-5 270 
Heath Irwin 6-5 280 
Pat Corcoran 6-3 265 
Bryan Stoltenberg 6-2 265 
Andrew Welsh 6-6 260 
Chris Naeole 6-4 280 
Ben Nichols 6-6 270 
Derek West 6-8 285 
Melvin Thomas 6-3 285 
Kordell Stewart 6-3 210 
Koy Detmer 6-1 170 
Rashaan Salaam 6-1 215 
Herchell Troutman 5-7 185 
Lendon Henry 6-0 195 
Marlon Barnes 5-10 195 
Michael Westbrook 6-4 210 
Phil Savoy 6-2 190 
Neil Voskeritchian 5-9 165 


DEFENSE 
Greg Jones 230 
Jon Knutson 235 
Kerry Hicks 260 
Villami Maumau 280 
Shannon Clavelle 275 
Clint Moore 280 
Darius Holland 285 
Dary! Price 235 
Mike Phillips 210 
Mike Forney 220 
Matt Russell 235 
Allen Wilbon 230 
Ted Johnson 240 
Ron Merkerson 245 
Chris Hudson 190 
Erik Mitchell 160 
ss Donnell Leomiti 205 
Maurice Henriques 6-1 200 
FS 15 Steve Rosga 205 
8 T.J. Cunningham 6-0 190 
RCB 7 Dalton Simmons 6-0 180 
22 Elton Davis 5-9 185 
P 28 Andy Mitchell 6-2 195 


* = injured, but probable for game 


1 Stevens, KFOR 

Radio, Lincoln: At 

one point it would 
have been easier, with the 
quarterback situation what it is. 
lf Berringer comes in a litle 
more settled in, the Huskers will 
be in it. Kordell Stewart and 
Company will face a defense 
with a lot of potential that 
keeps getting better. Nebraska 
still has a lot of good players 
that can make this team click. 
And with the game in Lincoln, 
the Huskers should escape in a 
tough, close one. Nebraska 
21, Colorado 19. 


¢ Jon Misfeldt, Columbus 
Telegram: Kordell Stewart will 
never have another game like 
he did against Nebraska in 
1993, when he couldn’t hit the 
broad side of a barn. But he'll 
be back in the land where 
barns are plentiful. So it'll be 
up to the Husker defense to 
close the door this year. 
Colorado's offense is so much 
more diversified because of 
Rashaan Salaam. If Nebraska 
is to win this game, it'll be by 
holding Colorado to 14 points 
because, if nothing else, the 
departure of Tommie Frazier 
and injuries to Brook Berringer 
have left Nebraska searching 
for consistency. If Osborne is 
limited in his play-calling 
because of the quarterback sit 
uation, the Huskers will have a 
long row to hoe. But Colorado 
has proven that it can win on 
the road against some of the 
best in the country this year. 
Colorado 31, Nebraska 
17. 


e Chris Fowler, ESPN: The 
Husker defense will give a 
great effort, and sitsreon has 
to hope for a typically bad- 
weather day. In Lincoln, it’s 
always bad weather for this 
game. Without (Tommie) 
Frazier’s versotllb it will be 
tough for Nebraska. 
Colorado 27, Nebraska 
24. 
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Perfect 
Huskers 
Steamroll 
Tigers, 42-7 


COLUMBIA, Mo. — Defense? Check. 

The Nebraska football team gave up only one 
touchdown and 48 rushing yards in defeating 
Missouri 42-7 at Faurot Field on Saturday. 

“We were kind of upset about not getting a 
shutout,” Cornhusker cornerback Barron Miles 
said. 

“But it was only seven points, and we still won 
the game.” 

Passing? Check. 

Brook Berringer completed 9-of-13 passes for 
152 yards and three touchdowns against the 
Tigers. 

“We threw the ball well,” 
Berringer said. Efficiently, for MISSOURI 
sure. 

Berringer’s health? Check. 

“He should be 100 per- 
cent,” Nebraska Coach Tom 
Osborne said. 

All systems are go. 

Bring on Colorado. 

The game that the Big Eight 
has anticipated since the 
beginning of the season is at 
hand. And Nebraska and 
Colorado have done their part in preparing for a 
Memorial Stadium showdown, which will be tele- 
vised nationally by ABC, beginning at 11 a.m. 
(Lincoln time) on Saturday. 

After the Cornhuskers, ranked third by the 
Associated Press, posted victory No. 8 with relative 
ease, second-ranked Colorado held off Kansas 
State 35-21 in Boulder to improve to 7-0. 

Although Nebraska hasn’t been afforded the 
luxury of looking ahead because of a quarterback 
situation made unstable first by the loss for the 
season of Tommie Frazier and then Berringer’s 
collapsed lung, the Buffaloes haven’t been com- 
pletely ignored, according to Berringer. 

“Any time you've got a game that big on the 
schedule, you anticipate it,” he said. 

Nebraska’s defense will have to contend with 
one of the nation’s most explosive offenses, direct- 
ed by senior quarterback Kordell Stewart and 
built around the running of Rashaan Salaam. 

“We're going to have our work cut out for us,” 
said Cornhusker linebacker Ed Stewart, who was 
included among the 13 semifinalists for the 


The Huskers gave Tiger quarterback Jeff 
Handy little time to relax sacking him three 
times. 


Missouri game photos by Sean Meyers 
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Butkus Award last week. 

Nebraska’s defense drew consid- 
erable scrutiny against Missouri. 

“IT think that we are the type of 
team to take one game at a time,” 
Cornhusker outside linebacker 
Grant Wistrom said. “We put up 42 
points and Missouri only seven. I 
don’t think that is looking forward 
to anything.” 

The Tigers managed only 198 
yards of offense. Except for the 34 
covered on a Jeff Handy to Rahsetnu 
Jenkins touchdown pass midway 
through the fourth quarter, most of 
the yards were meaningless. 

Jenkins finished with a career- 
high eight receptions for 90 yards. 
He had all seven of Missouri's recep- 
tions during the first half. 

By the time Jenkins scored, how- 
ever, Nebraska led 28-0. 

The most serious predicament in 
which the Cornhusker defense 
found itself came early in the second 
half, with the score 14-0. On the sec- 
ond play from scrimmage after the 
intermission, Berringer ran to his 
right and tossed an errant pitch, 
which I-back Lawrence Phillips 
couldn’t handle. 

Missouri cornerback Clayton 
Baker recovered at the Nebraska 10- 
yard line, and on first-and-goal, 
Tiger tailback Brock Olivo carried to 
the 1. On second down, Missouri's 
Joe Freeman ran to his left and was 
hit by Miles. The ball popped loose, 
and Stewart recovered in the end 
zone. 

Had the Tigers scored there, the 
game’s momentum might have 
swung in their favor. “It was real 
pivotal, the key point of the game,” 
Missouri Coach Larry Smith said. “If 
you turn something like that into 
seven points, it gives us momentum 
and motivation.” 

Instead, what Missouri experi- 
enced was frustration. 

Nebraska had to wait a series, 
however, before taking control of the 
game with the first of Berringer’s 
three touchdown passes, a 1-yarder 
to tight end Mark Gilman on a 
fourth-and-goal. The touchdown 
drive was set up by a Miles intercep- 
tion. 

Before the third quarter ended, 
Berringer threw a second touch- 
down pass, a 30-yarder to split end 
Brendan Holbein on a third-and-15. 

“He hit me right in stride,” said 


Brook Berringer had the passing 
game working as he connected 
on 9-of-13 passes for 152 yards 
and three touchdowns. 


26 OCTOBER 29, 1994 


Holbein, he beat the cornerback to 
the outside and had the ball in front 
of a late-arriving safety. 

“The ball was right there,” 
Holbein said. “He’s (Berringer) got a 
nice touch, a nice spiral.” 

Berringer showed against 
Missouri that he’s ready for 
Colorado, according to Holbein. 

“People are telling us we're not 
the same team with Brook that we 
were with Tommie. But that’s not 
true. The only thing we miss is a lit- 
tle bit of elusiveness,” Holbein said. 

And the Cornhuskers gain 
Berringer’s passing ability. 

“When you see him drop back in 
the pocket, you can see he’s confi- 
dent. A lot has to do with us having 
confidence in him,” said Holbein. 

After a slow start, Berringer 
directed a 14-play, 92-yard drive 
which culminated in a 5-yard touch- 
down run by Phillips early in the 
second quarter to get Nebraska on 
the scoreboard. 

The series consumed 4 minutes 
and 29 seconds and included three 
carries for 31 yards by Berringer. He 
might have gotten even more, but 
under orders from Osborne, he ran 
out of bounds to avoid taking hits. 

Three minutes later, Nebraska 
scored again, this time on a 9-yard 
run by Damon Benning, Phillips 
back-up. Benning also completed the 
afternoon’s scoring with a 2-yard 
touchdown run with only 1:23 
remaining. 


Berringer’s third touchdown pass 
went to Reggie Baul, on a play that 
covered 43 yards, midway through 
the fourth quarter. Again, the ball 
was thrown perfectly, allowing Baul 
to make the catch without breaking 
stride. 

It was in sharp contrast to 
Berringer’s first pass intended for 
Baul, early in the second quarter. 
Baul had cornerback Kevin McIntosh 
beat, with nothing but artificial turf 
between him and the end zone. 

Berringer’s pass floated, allowing 
McIntosh to deflect it. “I tried to 
hang it up there, get it out in front,” 
Berringer said. 

“But the ball squirted out. It was 
just a bad throw.” 

Berringer was asked how much 
he would have to throw in order to 
be successful against Colorado. 

“We'll throw as much as it takes,” 
he said. “We're going to run some 
options, and put the ball up.” 

Options were in short supply 
against Missouri, not because they 
wouldn’t have worked but rather to 
avoid injury to Berringer. 

That meant Phillips had to work a 
little harder than usual for his 110 
yards on 22 carries. But he wasn’t 
complaining. Rather, like Holbein, 
he was praising Berringer’s play. 

“| think today Brook showed us a 
lot. He’s confident. The adjustment 
period is over,” Phillips said. 

Nebraska’s defense had to make 
an adjustment before the game. 


When he awoke Saturday morning, 
Cornhusker defensive coordinator 
Charlie McBride found out that 
senior defensive tackle and co-cap- 
tain Terry Connealy had come down 
with a severe case of the flu during 
the night. As a result, Connealy 
wasn’t able to suit up for the game 
or play. 

He watched the first half from the 
bench in street clothes, then 
remained in the locker room during 
the second half. 

With Connealy sidelined, senior 
walk-on Jason Pesterfield got his 
first career start. He responded by 
deflecting a pass on the game’s first 
series, thwarting a third-and-9. 
Minutes later, he got the first of the 
Cornhuskers’ three sacks against 
Handy. 

Nebraska has had at least one 
quarterback sack in each of its eight 
games this season, and 11 in a row, 
while the Cornhusker offensive line 
has allowed only two sacks. 

“T was pleased with our effort,” 
Osborne said. “In some games like 
this one there is a temptation to let 
up. But we didn’t, and we played 
well throughout the game.” 

Now, it’s bring on the Buffaloes. 
The showdown, and showtime, is at 
hand, at last. 


Barron Miles (14) made the 
Tigers pay when they went to 
the air with this interception he 
returned 27 yards. 
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STATISTICS 


First Downs 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 

Rushing Attempts 


ysrvsen 22, 1394 


TEAM 
Nebraska 
Missouri 


Yards Gained Rushing 342 


Yards Lost Rushing 
Net yards rushing 
Net yards passing 


Passes attempted 
Passes completed 


Had intercepted 
Total plays 
Total net yards 


Avg. gain per play 


Fumbles-lost 
Penalties-yards 
Punts-yards 
Avg. per punt 
Possession time 


Third Down Efficiency 8-14 


12 
330 
152 


150 


13 32 
9 19 


0 1 

71 61 
482 
6.8 
2-1 
9-75, 
4-169 
42.3 
31:31 


3-1 


198 
3.2 


5-50 
9-358 
39.8 
28:29 
5-14 


Sco 
1 
0 
0 


DEFENSIVE LEADERS 


RE BY QUARTERS 
2 3 4 
14 14 14 — 
00 ToS 


NEBRASKA 

Tackles 
Player Solo Asst. 
Dumas 2 
Ellis 4 
Peter, C. 3 
Moss 2 
Miles 2 
Stokes 0 
Colman 1 
Wistrom 3 
Dennis 2 
Veland 1 
Stewart 2 
Brown 1 
Tomich 1 
Peterfield 2 
Saltsman 0 


NONNH_NH]$HOBNMWHONA 
o-oooco°coeococo0o00-0 


MISSOURI 
Tackles 
Player Solo Asst. 
MeDonald 4 
Chatman 2 
Cross 


0 
0 
0 
White 0 


Sacks Int. 


oooocoocco°cceoococe 


Sacks Int. 


INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 


RUSHING 
NEBRASKA 


Player Att. 
Phillips 22 

Turman 1 21 
Berringer 5 23 
Benning 10 39 
Makovicka 5 18 
Childs yee Malay 
Schlesinger 5 35 
Schuster 3 14 


Yds. Avg. 
110 5.0 21 


21.0 
4.6 
3.9 
3.6 
10.8 
7.0 
4.7 


Long TD 


ooooconoco — 


RECEIVING 

NEBRASKA 
Player No. Yds. Long 
Holbein 1 
Baul 1 
Benning 2 
Muhammad 2 
Gilman 2 
Alford 1 29 
MISSOURI 


Player No. Yds. Long 


(8 GAMES) 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING 
Name G Att Yds. YPG ‘Ids. 
Phillips 8 184 1,233 154.1 12 
Childs 8 48 350 438 4 
Schlesinger 8 41 307 38.4 2 
Benning 8 54 305 38.1 4 
Makovicka 8 37 264 33.0 1 
Frazier 4 33 248 62.0 6 
Berringer 8 35 169 2t71' “Ss 
Schuster 5 10 73 146 O 
PASSING 
Berringer 8 45-75-2 600 527 6 
Turman 6 6-12-0 500 80 0 
Frazier 4 19-44-2 431 4 
RECEIVING 
Name G_ No. Yds. YPC YPG Tds. 
Baul 7 10 140 14.0 20.0 2 
Phillips 8 10 93 93 116 0 
Holbein 7 7 76 10:6 \7;6'-2 
Alford 5 5 145 29.0 29.0 3 
Muhammad 8 14 196 14.0 245 1 
DEFENSE 
Name G UT AT TI (Int. Sacks 
Stewart 8 20 33 53 0 1 
Moss 8 20 16 36 1 1 
Peter, C. 8) 15 (20) ‘35 0 5.5 
Dumas 8 14 18 32 1 0 
Ellis 8 14 16 30 0 1 
Colman 8 10 V7 127 0 1 
Wistrom 8 10 13 23 0 3.5 
Harris 8 9 133! “22 0 3 
Stokes 8 5 17 22 0 0 
Williams, T. 7 18 3 21 2 0 
Jones 8 9 11 20 0 2 
Miles 8 14 5 19 3 0 
Tomich 8) 10) 736 16 0 1 
Veland 8 9 6 15 2 0 
Brown ee 8 6 14 0 0 
Connealy re 9 13 0 2.5 
Terwilliger Te ah 5 12 0 2 
Dennis Ti) yh} 3 11 1 0 
Hesse rod) 3 9 0 0 
TEAM STATISTICS NU OPP 
Total Offensive Yards 4,006 2,130 
Net Rushing Yards 3,120 485 
Passing Yards 886 1,645 
Scoring Ast 2nd 3rd 4th TOT 
NU 57 92 86 80 325 
30 36 106 


1994 NEBRASKA 
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 


MISSOURI 
Player Att. Yds. Avg. 
Freeman af 2.4 
Handy 4 -6.3 
Olivo 1 3.4 


PASSING 
NEBRASKA 
Att./Comp. Int. 
13/9 0 
MISSOURI 
Att./Comp. Int. 


Player 
Berringer 


Player 
Handy 29/19 
Corso 3/0 0 
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Jenkins 
Sallee 
Jones, F. 
Frazier 
Olivo 
Janes 


Player 
Erstad 


Player 
None 


Att. Comp. 


Att. Comp. 


90 34 
38 11 
15 10 
5 4 
1 1 
1 1 


8 
5 
2 
2 
1 
i 


FIELD GOALS 


NEBRASKA 

Long 
1 0 0 
MISSOURI 

Long 
0 0 0 


Aug. 28 
Sept. 8 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 24 
Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oohels 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Noy. 25 


Record — 8-0 


W, 31-0 
W, 42-16 
W, 49-21 
W, 70-21 
W, 42-32 

W, 32-3 

W, 17-6 

W, 42-7 

11:00 a.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
1:30 p.m. 


vs. W. Virginia 
@ Texas Tech 
UCLA 

Pacific 
Wyoming 
Oklahoma St. 
@ Kansas St. 
@ Missouri 
Colorado 
Kansas 

@ lowa St. 

@ Oklahoma 


HUSKER HOOPLA & 


Nebraska Men's Basketball 
REGULAR SEASON OPENER 
December 2-3 


Ameritas Classic 


Nebraska Women's Basketball 
For ticket REGULAR SEASON OPENER 
information call Nov. 25-26 
402-472-3111. CableVision Classic 


Join a Nebraska Athletic Donor Club and assist deserving 
student-athletes in all 22 sports by underwriting their scholorships. 


mM" Share the victory 
Li a 


* All donors receive a free subscription C lu b G 


to the Athletic Department newsletter, Director's Club - $5,000 and up 


a window decal and a tax deduction. Husker Award Gold - 2,000 - $4,999 
Husker Award Silver - $1,000 - $1,999 
** Higher donor levels enjoy press Husker Award Bronze - $500 - $999 
guides, lapel pins and invitations to Big Red Cattle Club - $500 - $999 


Touchdown Club - $250 - $499 
Husker Beef Club - $250 - $499 
Scarlet Club - $100 - $249 


athletic social events. 


* When preferred football and 
basketball seating and parking If you would like to join a club please 
becomes available, requests are filled UTA ICs Pees JURE er 
; Paul Meyers in the Athletic 
based on the level of donation and Development Office at 
length of participation. 402-472-2367. 


MILE-HIGH " 
“MEMORIES 


' 


ebraska trailed Colorado, 
19-7, at halftime before the 
largest crowd in eight sea- 
sons at Folsom Field in Boulder, 
Colo. The year was 1966, and 46,112 
were in attendance on this late 
October afternoon. An estimated 
15,000 Nebraska fans were on hand 
to watch their Cornhuskers, 5-0 and 
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seventh-ranked in the nation. 

Nebraska Coach Bob Devaney 
was angry. And he didn’t try to hide 
t. “He basically ripped every single 
one of us,” Bob Churchich said 
recently. “It was the only time he 
ever did that.” 

Typically, Devaney left halftimes 
to his assistant coaches. They made 


Although he calls 
Boulder home, 
make no mistake, 
former 
quarterback Bob 
Churchich is a 
Husker through 
and through 


the adjustments and offered criti- 
cism or encouragement, depending 
on their assessment of the first-half 
performance. This time, however, 
Devaney took it upon himself. 

“He didn’t spare anybody,” said 
Churchich. “He even ripped the 
trainers. It was awful.” 

Not that his anger wasn’t justi- 
fied. Even though Colorado was 3-2 
and coming off a 41-21 victory 
against Iowa State, which had 
pushed the Cornhuskers before los- 
ing, 12-6, three weeks earlier, 
Devaney expected a_ better effort 
from his team. 

He demanded it, in fact. And he 
got it, in the final 13 minutes of a 
game anyone involved in remem- 
bers as vividly as Churchich does. 

Nearly 30 years later, Churchich 
recalls that halftime more than any 
during his three seasons of playing 
quarterback for Devaney. “We were 
flat-out beat,” he said. 

In those final 13 minutes, howev- 
er, Churchich directed scoring drives 
of 63 and 65 yards. The first culmi- 
nated in an 11-yard touchdown pass 
to Dennis Morrison. The second, 
which began with 2:32 remaining, 
included five consecutive pass com- 
pletions by Churchich and three car- 
ries by fullback Pete Tatman. On the 
third carry, Tatman took the ball into 
the end zone from two yards out. 
Only 53 seconds remained. 

The Cornhuskers left Folsom 
Field with a 21-19 victory as 
Churchich finished with 20-of-34 
passing for 236 yards and two touch- 
downs. Nebraska’s first touchdown 
came on a 14-yard toss to halfback 
Ben Gregory, who is now an assis- 
tant coach at Colorado. Churchich 
set five school passing records, and 
added to three others that already 
were his. 

Churchich lives in Boulder now, 
as he has for 20 years. “That’s kind 
of incredible,” he said. 

He moved to Boulder in 1974 to 


become a manufacturer's representa- 
tive for a company that sold and 
installed seats at Folsom Field. The 
company also sells heavy-duty play- 
ground equipment. Churchich, who 
has season tickets for Colorado foot- 
ball games, says, “I’m a Buffalo fan 
until they play Nebraska,” 
Churchich said. “I still bleed 
Cornhusker Red.” 

He also has season tickets for 
Nebraska games, which makes him 
rather unique. He gets back to a 
game or two each season, while the 
other game tickets are used by his 
older brother, Ely. 

Churchich ranks sixth on 
Nebraska’s career passing list. In 
three seasons, for teams that ran an 
option offense from a T-formation, 
he completed 179-of-342 passes for 
2,434 yards and 15 touchdowns. 

He was one of the Cornhuskers’ 
few bright spots in a 34-7 loss 
against Bear Bryant-coached 
Alabama in the 1967 Sugar Bowl 
game, completing 21-of-34 passes for 
201 yards and Nebraska’s lone 
touchdown. In the 1966 Orange 
Bowl game, also a loss (39-28) 
against the Crimson Tide, he came 
off the bench to complete 12-of-17 
passes for 232 yards and a record- 
tying three touchdowns. 

Churchich’s strong right arm 
helped him earn second-team All- 
America recognition as a third base- 
man on Coach Tony Sharpe's 
Cornhusker baseball team as a 
junior. He led the Big Eight in hitting 
that season, with a .386 average. 
Coming out of Omaha North High 
School, “I felt my sport probably 
would be baseball because of my 
size,” said Churchich, 5-foot-11 and 
170 pounds as a Nebraska sopho- 
more. 

Churchich said he chose 
Nebraska even though a “good 
number” of major college baseball 
programs showed interest in him, 
and Devaney had “told me during 
the recruiting process that there 
weren't too many guys who could 
do both (play football and baseball 
in college).” 

Devaney didn't include him 
among those guys, according to 
Churchich. “He said the only way 
he'd let me play baseball was if I was 
the starting quarterback. Now that I 
look back on it, that didn’t make 
much sense. Anyway, I don’t think 
he figured I would ever be the 
starter.” 

Churchich became a starter fol- 
lowing the third game of his sopho- 
more season, stepping in for Fred 


Duda, a junior who suffered a bro- 
ken leg early in the first half of the 
Iowa State game in Ames. 
Devaney’s choices to replace 
Duda had included Doug Tucker, a 
senior and two-year letterman, and 
Wayne Weber, like Churchich a 
sophomore. Both Tucker and Weber 
were bigger. And Tucker was much 
more experienced. “We were all 
pretty much equal,” Churchich said. 
“Why Devaney picked me, | 
don’t know,” said Churchich, who 
never took the time to ask. He 
replaced Duda and led the 
Cormhuskers to a 14-7 victory. 
Whatever Devaney’s reason, 
Churchich made the most of the 
opportunity. He started until Duda 
returned, spent his junior season as 


said. 

“We just optioned off the full- 
back. It wasn’t the triple option, fake 
to the fullback and read the end. The 
only read was on the end, and the 
quarterback would keep or pitch. 
Fred Duda was a good option quar- 
terback.” 

After the 1966 season, Nebraska 
shelved the T-formation, which had 
served it well, and began to perfect 
the I-formation offense that would 
produce the back-to-back national 
championships in 1970 and 1971. 

Churchich has seen dramatic 
changes in Cornhusker football. 
“The stadium was expanded during 
those years I played. Our weight 
room was nothing, just a little meet- 


“’m a Buffalo fan 


until they 
Nebraska. 


I still bleed 
Cornhusker Red.” 


play 


— Bob Churchich es, 


Duda’s backup, then served as a co- 
captain (with Larry Wachholtz) and 
earned first-team All-Big Eight 
recognition as a senior. 

Churchich set numerous school 
career passing records despite seeing 
only limited action as a junior. When 
the Cornhuskers fell behind, 9-0, 
against Oklahoma in _ 1965, 
Churchich came off the bench to 
replace Duda and direct a comeback 
that produced a 21-9 victory. 

The win gave Nebraska a 10-0 
regular season and solidified the 
Cornhuskers’ No. 3 national ranking 
going into the Orange Bowl against 
Alabama. If there were a downside 
to his Cornhusker career, it would 
have to be that despite three Big 
Eight championships, there were no 
bowl-game victories. 

The last of those bowl game loss- 
es marked a turning point in 
Nebraska’s offensive philosophy. 
Alabama was smaller but quicker 
than the Cornhuskers, who ran from 
an unbalanced line and relied on an 
option attack “that was the begin- 
ning of the wishbone,” Churchich 


ing room in the fieldhouse. It’s 
mind-boggling,” he said. “We had 
big teams, a lot of players.” And 
when Devaney wanted to motivate 
someone to work harder, “he’d just 
drop you to second team.” 

Even so, Churchich said, “during 
the time I played, college football 
was fun.” 

Churchich won't be at Memorial 
Stadium for consecutive-sellout No. 
200 against Colorado on Oct. 29. 
That, despite the fact that daughter 
Stephanie is a student at Nebraska, 
and he has the tickets. 

But daughter Jennifer attends 
Gustavus Adolphus in Minnesota, 
and son Chris is at Northern 
Arizona. The weekend of the 
Colorado-Nebraska game is also 
parents’ weekend at both Gustavus 
Adolphus and Northern Arizona, so 
Churchich will be traveling from one 
school to the other. 

“T hope I can get to a television set 
in Flagstaff (Ariz.),” he said, That 
day, a Colorado season-ticket holder 
will be pulling for Nebraska. It’s the 
one time each season. 
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ebraska has committed their 
Niece to putting tremen- 

dous pressure on the oppos- 
ing offense. It’s a scheme that came 
very close to winning a national title 
a year ago, and a scheme that has 
caught the attention of some of the 
top defensive prospects in the coun- 
try. 
In this aggressive Husker defen- 
sive scheme, the inside linebackers 
play a key role in its success. With 
Nebraska putting so much pressure 
on the outside, the inside backers 
must hold their ground, whip large 
offensive tackles one-on-one and still 
cover sideline to sideline. 

Sounds easy, doesn’t it! 
Obviously it’s not, and it takes a 
very special athlete to play inside 
linebacker at Nebraska. Only the 
elite, well-rounded athlete can play 
the position the way it is supposed 
to be played. 

Marcus Jefferson (5-10, 227, 4.4) 
of Pine Bluff, Ark., is the type of ath- 
lete the Huskers are looking for. 
Jefferson is a power lifter who hap- 
pens to have sprinter’s speed. How 
many players do you know who can 
bench 360 pounds and squat 600, yet 
run sub-4.5s on a consistent basis? 

“Marcus is one of the most phe- 
nomenal athletes that I have ever 
seen,” Pine Bluff Head Coach 
Marion Glover said. “I know that he 
is not as tall as some people would 
like, but he is such an athlete that his 
height really doesn’t come into play. 
In fact, I think it helps him some- 
times. Marcus can really hide and 
slide into holes that taller linebackers 
can’t. Then when he arrives at the 
hole, or streaks to the sideline with 
all the athletic ability, he is some- 


Marcus Jefferson is an incredible 
athlete with a powerlifter’s 
strength and sprinter’s speed. 


thing to see. He was a key in our 
state championship season a year 
ago, and I promise he will be the key 
player again this year as well.” 

Jefferson was named Arkansas’ 
Defensive Player of the Year among 
high schoolers last season when he 
made 124 tackles, seven sacks, 18 
tackles for losses, three fumble 
recoveries and one interception 
returned for an 82-yard touchdown. 
This season, Jefferson is averaging 
around 12 tackles per game and has 
two fumble recoveries already. 

Height isn’t a factor with 
Jefferson — he just knows that he’s a 
player. 

“I don’t know why so many peo- 
ple are concerned with my height 
when | continue to make all the 
plays every game,” Jefferson said. 
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TH ESIN SID ESSIORY, 


Inside Linebackers Hit. 
MareusJetfersons: o:...---.0:....1 5-10 
Adran Wiliams: ..c.c.-c knees 6-2 
Roty NING: 22: oy aes oat eno 6-2 
FesteriTOwnsteccscsts.ct-s55 cers cect 6-2 
Darren Howard.........s00cccseeccc0e0s 6-4 


Wt. 40 High School 


227 A.A Pine Bluff, Ark. 
235 4.8 Lawndale, Calif, 
245 4.6 La Puente, Calif. 
235 4.6 Pasadena, Calif. 
215 4.75 Boca Ciega, Fla. 


Quarterbacks Of The Defense 


Smart, complete athletes are required to fill the inside linebacker 
position for the aggressive Nebraska defensive scheme 


By JAMES HALE 


“It’s not a factor at all, really. I play 
as well as any linebacker around, no 
matter how tall they are.” 

Jefferson is impressed with the 
Husker defensive scheme, which has 
really caught his attention. 

“All their linebackers seem to be 
putting pressure of some kind on the 
offense,” Jefferson said. “Even their 
inside guys seem to be playing out- 
side most of the time. They have 
developed a way to put a lot of pres- 
sure on the quarterback, and the 
linebackers seem to run freely.” 

Jefferson also likes USC, UCLA, 
Mississippi State, Texas, Texas 
A&M, OU and Notre Dame. 

We always talk about the 
Huskers’ ability to recruit in 
California. Once again, they have the 
attention of one of the best on the 
left coast. Aaron Williams (6-2, 235, 
4.8) of Lawndale (Leuzinger), Calif., 
is huge and still growing. Although 
he just turned 17, already he can 
bench 330 pounds, and he plays with 
tremendous quickness. 

“T think my overall quicks help 
the most inside,” Williams said. “I 
am still learning all I can about foot- 
ball. I don’t know it all by any 
means, but I love the game and I 
think I have the athletic ability to 
play linebacker.” 

So do college recruiters. Williams 
has heard from over 60 colleges and 
may be leaning toward staying in- 
state at either USC or UCLA. 
However, the longer the recruiting 
process has gone, the more wide 
open Williams seems between 
Nebraska, Arizona and Florida State. 

Kory Minor (6-2, 245, 4.64) of La 
Puente (Bishop Amat), Calif., is 
another outstanding inside line- 
backer who may be looking to move 
eastward. Minor, who had 10 quar- 
terback sacks and 19 tackles for loss- 
es last season, says he isn’t sure what 
he wants in recruiting at the 
moment, but Nebraska is one of sev- 
eral schools he’s considering. 

Lester Towns (6-2, 235, 4.6) of 
Pasadena, Calif., is incredibly talent- 
ed as both a defender and a tight 
end. Towns says he’s still consider- 
ing several recruiting options, with 


Colorado and Washington out front, 
and Nebraska, Arizona State, USC, 
Washington State and Illinois still in 
the picture. On the right coast, 
Darren Howard (6-4, 215, 4.75) of 
Boca Ciega, Fla., has the attention of 
the recruiting nation. Howard may 
turn out to be an outside backer, but 
most are recruiting him to battle 
inside. 

“T really don’t have a preference,” 
Howard said. “Just get me on the 
field. I like playing inside because 
there is so much action, with every- 
thing flying around you. However, 
on the edge you can really make big 
plays, and it’s a lot of fun to just rush 
the quarterback.” 

Howard is also a little unique in 
that he’s looking for a colder football 
climate to play in. 

“T just think football should be 
played in weather that is cool or 
cold,” Howard said. “Football games 
in 90-degree weather just don’t seem 
like football games. I want a little 
chill in the air.” 

Nebraska certainly fits that bill, 
but Notre Dame is the leader at the 
moment. South Carolina and 
Pittsburgh are other cold-climate 
contenders, with Florida holding out 
that Howard will be too chilly else- 
where. 

Jim Scharrer (6-4, 220, 4.8) of Erie 
(Cathedral Prep), Penn., is another 
monster inside linebacker who is one 
of the better athletes in the country. 
Scharrer is great on the gridiron, 
with 109 tackles and 15 catches at 
tight end. However, he may be even 
more valuable as a pitcher on the 
baseball diamond, with a 92-mph 
fastball and an 11-2 record last year. 
Scharrer will wait for the baseball 
draft before deciding what he’s 
going to do with his athletic career. 

“The more I think about it, I don’t 
think I can play both football and 
baseball in college,” Scharrer said. 
“The draft will be very important to 
me. If I go pretty high, then I may 
decide to go baseball. However, I 
love football and really don’t want 
to give up that sport. I really don’t 
know what I am going to do right 
now.” 

Maybe John Sanders (Husker 
baseball coach) and Tom Osborne 
can get together and convince 
Scharrer that he can do both at 
Nebraska. The Cornhuskers are in 
the hunt with Notre Dame and Penn 
State. North Carolina and Pittsburgh 
are also challengers. 

Next week we will take a look at 
the outside linebackers the Huskers 
are chasing. 


OUR THOROUGH EYE EXAM 
IS WELL WORTH LOOKING INTO 


At Pearle, you’ ll get a comprehensive eye exam from an experienced 
Doctor of Optometry. A doctor who will discuss your history and your 
lifestyle needs. A doctor who will answer your questions. A doctor 
who will make sure you get the prescription that’s right for you. And 
isn’t that just what you're looking for? 


1437 N. Webb Road 
Grand Island, NE 
(308) 382-9205 


1132 ‘O’ Street 
Lincoln, NE 
(402) 476-7583 


Gateway Mall 
Lincoln, NE 
(402) 464-7416 


CORNHUSKER rls 
INTERNATIONAL inrernarionar 
TRUCKS, INC. 


“SEE US ABOUT TRUCKS 
WE KNOW THEM” 


Thomas Built Buses* 


a tradifion in transportation 


CH= GN 


*FARM 

*STRAIGHT 
*CONSTRUCTION 
*TRUCK - TRACTORS 
*THOMAS BUILT BUSES 
*UD TRUCKS BY NISSAN 


FOR ALL YOUR 


! 1 Y 4 
'® TRUCKS 


3131 Cornhusker Hwy. 
Lincoln, NE 68504 


(402) 466- 8461 OPEN 2 SHIFTS WEEKDAYS! 


TRUCKING NEEDS 
Service & Parts 


7:30 AM - 12:30 AM Mon-Friday 
7:30 AM - 4:00 PM Saturday 


800-742-7332 
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aron Boone is stronger. Erick 

Strickland is rested. And 

Melvin Brooks has bulked up. 

hose are among several reasons 

Nebraska’s Danny Nee is optimistic 

as practice begins in preparation for 
his ninth season as head coach. 

“We think we have a shot at hav- 
ing a good team,” Nee said before 
preseason drills officially began with 
“Husker Midnight Magic.” 

As was the case last season, the 
Cornhuskers will lack a true center 
around whom they can build. But 
Nee doesn’t regard that negatively. 

Plus, not having a true center 
doesn’t mean Nebraska lacks size. 
Quite the contrary. The Cornhuskers 
can give opponents serious matchup 
problems because of their versatility. 

Nee can play big guards, with the 
6-foot-7 Boone and the 6-foot-4 
Strickland, or he can utilize a four- 
guard combination capable of pres- 
suring teams, defensively, end-to- 
end. 
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Defense will get special emphasis 
during preseason practice, particu- 
larly early on. Nebraska should be 
able to step up a level defensively, 
according to Nee. He and his assis- 
tants have simplified the schemes 
and are stressing fundamentals. 

The Cornhuskers scored 
more points, on the aver- 
age, than any Big Eight 
team except Oklahoma last 
season, but they also gave 
up more points than any 
team but the Sooners. 

Nebraska again will rely 
on multiple defenses, but 
there will be “maybe a little 
more pressing because 
we're going to be a guard- 
oriented team,” said Nee. “We can 
extend our defense now and press, 
which we haven't been able to do. 
We can pressure.” 

A key to that pressure, of course, 
is Strickland, one of the premier 
defensive players in the Big Eight, if 
not the country. Strickland put his 


i 


professional baseball career on hold 
over the summer and concentrated 
on basketball. Mentally, as well as 
physically, he’s in the best shape of 
his Cornhusker career, Nee said. 

Strickland made 60 steals last sea- 
son. With a comparable effort, he 
could break Nebraska’s career 
record for steals before he’s a 
senior. 

The Cornhuskers allowed 
an average of 80.6 points per 
game last season, on 43.5 per- 
cent field goal shooting. 
Obviously, Nee would like to 
see both averages reduced. 

Boone, the team’s top 
returning scorer (12.2 points 
per game), is to the offense 
what Strickland is to the defense. 
Boone has “star written all over 
him,” says Nee, who also believes 
that after two seasons of serving an 
apprenticeship, the time has come 
for Boone to step up. 

The Cornhuskers finished in the 
middle of the conference as they 
grabbed, on average, 40 rebounds 
per game, or about one more than its 
opponents. During Big Eight play, 
that balance deteriorated significant- 
ly, with the Cornhuskers being out- 
rebounded, on the average, nearly 
four per game. 

A beefed-up Brooks could help 
there. Nebraska will look to the 6- 
foot-8 Brooks, the team’s only senior, 
and 6-foot-11 junior college transfer 
Chris Sallee to provide some muscle 
on the boards. Mikki Moore, a 6- 
foot-11 sophomore, also has gained 
some weight, an important factor if 
he is to make a significant contribu- 
tion. 

Moore weighed less than 200 


Players such as 
Melvin Brooks 
will have to fill 
bigger shoes as 
the Huskers once 
again lack a true 
center 


pounds as a freshman a year ago. 

Nebraska’s top two rebounders a 
year ago were Bruce Chubick and 
Eric Piatkowski, both of whom are 
gone. Tops among the returnees is 6- 
foot-6 Terrance Badgett, who aver- 
aged 4.6 per game, and Brooks, who 
averaged 4.3. 

As with Boone and Strickland, the 
versatility and quickness of both 
Badgett and Brooks will give oppo- 
nents match-up problems defensive- 
ly. 

‘ “T like the versatility of my big 
men, being mobile and being (able to 
play) outside,” Nee said. 

Freshman Leif Nelson, who is 6- 
foot-11 and 260 pounds, could end 


SELLOUT 


From page 21 


73,650. This season, capacity is 
slightly less than that, at 72,700. 
Through each expansion, and 
despite significantly increased 
expenses in recent seasons driven by 
the cost of funding a comprehensive, 
nationally competitive athletic pro- 
gram for women as well as for men, 


up sitting as a redshirt, as could fel- 
low freshmen Chad Ideus and Andy 
Markowski, both of whom are 6- 
foot-7. Barring the unforeseen, the 
only freshman who seems to fit in 
the plans at this point is Chester 
Surles, also 6-foot-7. 

Surles can play as either a small 
forward or a big guard. He averaged 
21 points and eight rebounds per 
game as a senior at Buena Vista 
High School in Saginaw, Mich. 
Surles has fit in well during informal 
workouts, according to junior point 
guard Tom Wald, who also isa 
newcomer after sitting out after last 
season’s transfer from Mankato 
(Minn.) State. 


Cornhusker fans have continued to 
buy up every available ticket. Over 
the last 20 seasons, the average 
attendance for home games has been 
75,000-plus. 

Such loyalty existed long before 
Devaney arrived. The Cornhuskers 
drew 199,672 for their six home 
games in 1962, much more than the 
official listed capacity of the stadi- 
um. But that total was slightly less 
than the record, 199,973, established 


Junior Jason Glock, 6-foot-5, con- 
tinues to improve and will join 
Boone, Strickland and Badgett as the 
core of the team, according to Nee. 

“We're going to be a guard-ori- 
ented team, shoot the 3’s and attack 
the basket,” Nee said, pointing out 
what should be obvious by now. 

When the Cornhuskers use a 
four-guard offense, however, it 
won't be because they’re forced to. 
It’ll be because “I want to,” Nee said. 

Rather than being the exception, 
Nee’s ninth Nebraska team is similar 
to others. “Every player we’re 
recruiting this year can do more than 
one thing,” he said. 

The watchword is versatility. ll 


in 1960, with a 4-6 team. 

Nebraska’s single-game atten- 
dance record wasn’t broken during 
the Devaney Era until his second 
season, when 39,844 paid their way 
into Memorial Stadium to watch the 
Cornhuskers defeat Kansas, 23-9. 

In any case, the Cornhuskers’ 
final home game in 1962, a 14-0 vic- 
tory against new conference member 
Oklahoma State, drew 34,329. The 
record streak was under way. i 


A HUSKER TRADITION FOR 36 YEARS! 


— 
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BAR & GRILL 
9th & Q, Lincoln, Neb. 


Open 11 a.m. to 1 a. m. 

Lunch specials 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Grill open 11 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Happy hours 4:30-6:30 p.m. M-F 
Big party? Call us! 

476-6511, or stop by 9th and Q 


The closest food & fun to the stadium. 
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WE FIELDIT 
_ BEST! 


ALL THE SPORTS NEWS! 


ALL DAY AND NIGHT LONG- 
UP TO IO TIMES DAILY! 


5400 S. 16th St. 
Lincoln, NE 


CableVision eat acca: ee 


MORE THAN JUST TELEVISION 
©1993 ESPN, Inc. Programming subject to change. 
Participants subject to change. 


Pro-ductive Day 


Injuries force Huskers away from traditional offense and 
into a pro style attack 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


COLUMBIA, Mo. — Nebraska 
used its version of a “pro offense” to 
defeat Missouri 42-7 and set up a 
showdown with Colorado. 

The “pro” designation was Coach 
Tom Osborne’s, and it wasn’t 
intended in a positive way. 

“We had to play more of a pro- 
style offense,” Osborne said after the 
Cornhuskers rolled up 482 yards. “T 
never liked the pro-style. 

“You end up standing around a 
lot during practice. That’s what we 
did the last couple of weeks, just 
stood around like a pro team.” 

More to the point, Nebraska limit- 
ed the option component of the 
offense, which made it more pro- 
like, and less diverse. Curtailing the 
options “limited our running game,” 
Osborne said. “It was like running 
with one hand tied behind you.” 

The threat of options is an inte- 
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gral part of the Cornhusker attack. 
But because of the risk involved, 
there was no choice, Osborne said. 

Nebraska’s primary concern was 
winning against Missouri, of course. 
But accomplishing that, Osborne 
also wanted to protect quarterback 
Brook Berringer, who has been 
recovering from the effects of a col- 
lapsed lung. 


“We wanted to get Berringer 
through without getting hurt,” said 
Osborne. “I don’t think he took any 
blows. He should be 100 percent.” 

Berringer was encouraged to 
avoid getting hit, which meant not 
running options. And on those rare 
occasions when he did run, he used 
his 4.6 speed in the 40-yard dash to 
get to the sideline before the 


With the option game limited 
and the Huskers hoping to keep 
its signal callers healthy, Brook 
Berringer was able to drop back 
and throw the ball. 


Missouri defenders could get to him. 

Each time he tucked the ball away 
and ran, Berringer went out of 
bounds, to make certain “nothing 
unnecessary, like what happened to 


Matt (Turman),” happened to him, 
he said. 

With the game in hand and about 
four minutes remaining, Turman 
came on to replace Berringer and fin- 
ish up. On a third-and-2, however, 
Turman kept for a 21-yard gain. And 
as he was running out of bounds, 
Missouri strong safety Jerome 
Madison put what the officials ruled 
was a late hit on him. 

Even worse, the result was an 
injured clavicle, which could sideline 
Turman indefinitely. Berringer 
returned for one play, then Monte 
Christo, a true freshman walk-on, 
was taken out of a redshirt to finish 
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YoLIsey 22, Jyoe 
Nebraska 42, Missouri 7 
Colorado 35, Kansas St. 21 


Oklahoma 20, Kansas 17 
Oklahoma St. 31, lowa St. 31 


CONFERENCE STANDINGS 


TEAM Ww 
Nebraska 3 
Colorado 3 
Oklahoma 2 
Kansas ] 
Missouri ] 
Kansas St. ] 
lowa St. 0 
Oklahoma St. 0 


OVERALL STANDINGS 
TEAM 


Nebraska 
Colorado 
Kansas St. 
Kansas 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma St. 
Missouri 
lowa St. 

Win - Loss - Tie - Points For - Points Against 
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“We didn’t want Monte to play,” 
Osborne said. Christo had just 
returned to practice after being side- 
lined by a thumb injury. 

“But we didn’t want Berringer to 
play any more, either.” 
The Cornhuskers’ quarterback sit- 
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Wa Py Yay sa yayeyy, 
YEP sey 2d, Iyve 
Missouri at lowa State 
Colorado at Nebraska 
Oklahoma State at Kansas 
Kansas State at Oklahoma 
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uation was serious enough as it was. 
Berringer had to be protected. 

Despite the discomfort of pleurisy 
during the week, Berringer said he 
felt 100 percent. And as for the 
Colorado game on Saturday, “I'll be 
ready to go,” he said. 

So will Nebraska’s option game, 
according to Berringer, even though 
it wasn’t in evidence against 
Missouri. 

“T could’ve run the option,” he 
said. “But the game didn’t really dic- 
tate we do it. I don’t think we ran the 
full gamut (of the offense).” 

Instead, the Cornhuskers played 
conservatively, relying on the run- 
ning of I-back Lawrence Phillips and 
an occasional Berringer pass. 

Phillips, like the offense in gener- 
al, was limited, not only by the lack 
of options but also by a sore left 
thumb. “Lawrence played with only 
one arm today,” said Osborne. 

Even so, Phillips carried 22 times 
for 110 yards, his eighth consecutive 
100-yard game this season, and the 
ninth of his career. The only other 
Cornhusker to open a season with 
eight 100-yard games in a row was 
Bobby Reynolds, who did it in 1950. 

“Tt’s been a challenge, but what- 
ever it takes to get the job done,” 


66 3 
It was nice 


knocking the 
Missouri guys 


down.” 


— Brook Berringer 


Phillips said. 

Among the things that helped get 
the job done against Missouri were 
the occasional passes by Berringer, 
who completed 9-of-13 for 152 yards 
and three touchdowns. “We've got a 
heck of a passing game,” said 
Berringer. 

“Sometimes we don’t get to it as 
much as we'd like. But when we 


can’t run options, we've got to com- 
pensate by doing other things bet- 
ter.” 

The threat of the option game also 
is integral to Nebraska’s passing. 

“But I think they (the coaches) felt 
more confident with me back in the 
pocket today,” Berringer said. 

He took advantage of Missouri’s 
secondary with another Nebraska 
staple: the bootleg, play-action pass. 
“It was nice to run the:bootleg with 
us in red out in front, knocking the 
Missouri guys down,” he said. 

Option or no option, it’s all the 
same to the offensive linemen, tackle 
Zach Wiegert said. “We just do what 
he (Osborne) says.” 

After Osborne finished talking 
about his “pro-style” offense follow- 
ing the game, Berringer was asked 
his opinion of the coach’s assess- 
ment. 

“Pro offense? Coach Osborne 
called it that? I guess he can call it 
whatever he wants,” said Berringer. 

When Colorado comes to 
Memorial Stadium, the pro offense 
will give way to the diversity of the 
option game. 

The quarterback is the key. And 
“we'll be fine,” Berringer said. 

As long as he stays healthy. # 
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ORDER YOURS TODAY! 


@ 100% MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 


@ QUARTZ MOVEMENT 
@ UNISEX STYLE 


@ FEATURES "MAGICALLY" 
FLOATING CORNHUSKER 
SECOND HAND 


@ COLOR COORDINATED 
GENUINE LEATHER STRAP 


MAIL CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 
CSC DIRECT ORDER SERVICES 
4099 McEWEN ROAD, STE. 350, DALLAS, TX 75244 


PHONE ORDER: 1-800-341-1522 
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Health care reform seeks change in order to provide univer- 
sal access to good health care. And that's a good thing. 


But good health care depends largely on good relationships 
between doctors, patients, hospitals, and insurers. No matter 
what form health care reform may take, it must preserve 
those relationships. 


At Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Nebraska, we understand 
the importance of building and preserving good relation- 
ships. For more than 50 years, we have worked closely with 
doctors, hospitals, and customers to negotiate fees, increase 
efficiency, and reduce administrative costs. Not so that we 
can make more money - we're a not-for-profit company - but 
in order to help hold the line on costs, so that our customers 
can continue to receive the care they need. 
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No one knows how long the process of defining and imple- 
menting reform will take. But as we enter the "year of 
reform," it's good to know the instruments of reform are 
already in place at Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Nebraska. 
And that, through the process of reform and beyond, we'll be 
here to help provide access to good health care. 


Because each unique, irreplaceable 
human being deserves good health 
care. And in the end, that is 

what we're all working for. 


BlueCross BlueShield 
of Nebraska 


An Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association 


bring you all the information you need. With updates 
on recruiting, scouting and games, you will have 
immediate information within your reach. All you 
need is a phone and Husker Spirit. 


DAILY FOOTBALL REPORTS 


News straight from the Husker practices. Get the inside on 
drills, injuries and thoughts on the upcoming game. Updated 
by 8 p.m. (CST) on practice days. 


SCOUTING REPORTS 


An overview of the Huskers’ next foe. Get the stats, 
matchups and two-deeps. Updated by 8 p.m. (CST) Friday. 


$2.00 for the first FOOTBALL GAME RECAP 


m j n ute If you don’t get to see the game, call us for a complete game 
recap. We’ll tell you who the heroes were and when the big 
$1 00 for each m j n ute plays occurred. Online within two hours of the game’s end. 


thereafter RECRUITING NEWS 


Weekly reports on the players Nebraska is pursuing and 
who wants to play their college ball for the Big Red. Our week- 
ly reports will break down the Huskers’ needs by position. 


Cal lers under 18 must Updated by 8 p.m. (CST) Friday. 
have parents’ BASKETBALL NEWS 


. . A featurized look at what’s going on in Danny Nee’s program 
permission as it prepares for the upcoming season. Updated by 8 p.m. 
(CST) Friday. 


ALL SPORTS ROUNDUP 


This is where you can find the latest scores and team 
records for the non-revenue Husker sports. Updated by 8 p.m. 
(CST) Friday. 
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For Customer Service Call 
1-800-397-3715 
Monday through Friday (8 a.m. - 5 p.m.) CST 


